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and Ceremonies in Chriſtian Worſhip, to mas 


Terms of Communion, and to determine Contrevef 


Faith, and you need give your ſelf no fn 

rouble ; all eber thing in Controverſy, Spoaſen, 
Abſolution, the Sacraniental Teſt, and every” 0d 
thing ſhall immediately be'given up, Male get 
but this one Point, and If your Church commund 


un to ſign ourſelves ol over with a ſignificant and 


inſtructive Cyo/e, we will reverently do It. If 
bids us worſhip towards the Zaf, and to think 
omnipreſent PEI to be more here than in d 
and to bow at the Name of %) we wi 
humbly ſubmit — r, if It requires us to beten 
that an amorous Devil was forced away from 
beloved Maid by the Fumes of a Fiſh's Livery 0 
that the vileſt Wretch that lives, if the Kin 
him a Poſt, has a Right to cat at the Lord u, 
and that when he dies he reſts iy Cunter, and | 
taken to God in Mercy j we will roundly belleve | 
all. There is no:hing your Church can injoin or 4 


#ree but you ſhall find the Diſſenters dutifully 1 
mittin 
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. 
mitting to it v hen you have once clearly ſhewn it to 
have ibis PWR from GOD; and have told us 

inly, and without Reſerve, what you mean by the 
xe; and haye diſtinctly pointed out WHO 
the Perſons are in whom this Power reſides, 

But it is pitiful and low Trifling, Sir, and in- 
deed conſummately ridiculous——to talk of the 
« Cyurcn's Furiſaifion and Authority over Dis- 
4 SENT E R8,———of the Subjection We oe 17, 
4 of the DAMNABLENESs of the Sin of refuſing Obe-' 
dience to 17——,” When you have not, durſt not, 
cannot openly and plainly tell us WO and wur it 
is you mean by he Kburch ? Or who the Perſons 


ar: to whom Gop hath committed this high and 
important Truſt ) —— Is it the King and Parlia- 
ment z or, is it not ?——ls it the Clergy met in 
Convocation 3 or, is it not ?=—ls it each Biſhop 
in his reſpective Dioceſe z by himſelf alone, or in 
Conjunctſon with his Clergy 3 ay it not 


I it the whole Body of Chriſtian People, the Con- 
gregation of the Faithful ; or, is it not? Open your 
elf freely, Sir, and don't be afraid of Tau th. 
TxauvtH will never hurt you y it is a moſt innocent 
nd lovely thing y it may rob you of ſome Awo- 
ments and Peſſeſions of a worldly nature z but be 
ſſur'd it will give you 80METHING more ſubſtan. 
tal in their ſtead, Be ingenuous then, and tell 
Difſenterym—in whom Gob hath lodged /bis PO WIN 
to which they owe Sue leon, and by revolting from 
which they are guilty of a dangerous and damnable 
dil, If you write _ but will not explain 
yourſelf int on this Point, you yield the Cauſe 
tO us before the World, You make it evident that 
you write neither for our, nor your own Convic- 
ton; but that you have ſomething elſe in view be» 
Iides finding out TRUTH. That ſomething, perhaps, 
Jon may And; but it will continue with you but for 

TY a Mo- 
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_ ſign'd by Jasus Cnr18T ? The Chriftian Law in- 
Joins it as a Mean, and with Intent, to units and 


a Law which makes THEMSELvss the very Infiru- 


* enn N "my — 
: : 


. 
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+ Moment an | and dv. ths | 
os GOD, i will give you A A 
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SECT I, . 
beat, 


Of the SAch amantat Tar, 


HAT the Law called The Tir, bi not, w 

ou ſuggeſt, the innocent Occafion my but 
the — hy the notorious, the culpeble Cauſe of thoſh 
Proftitutions of the Holy SACRAMENT, which, you 
ſay, you ſee with Conczrn what room can there 
be for any rational Doubt! Far does not the wery 
Deſign and Intent of that Law, at leaſt as th now 
apply'd, proſtitute and pervert the Sacrament 90 
an Ule not only different from, but directiy . 
nant to, THAT for which it was inſtituted and de 


coaleſce Chriſtians. The 7%-Law injoins it 4 
Mean, and with Intent, to diſcriminate and du 
them. For the Miniſters of JIEsus CHRIST then 
to be Advocates for a Law which proſtitutes and 
perverts an holy SACRAMENT of his Religion; "ya, 


REES LESS 5 TY Pp pg pas, 


ments and Tools of this ſhameful Proſtitution 'y is S0 
ſuch a Violation of their Character, ſuch a Proſti- W Qu 
tution of their ſacred Office, ſuch a betraying the Wl alk. 
ſolemn Truſt committed to them by Gov, for which 
they muſt give Account to the Chief Paſtor at his Wil bye 
coming, as cannot but greatly ſhock an attentive WW mo! 
Beholder z and as ſhould give, methinks, extremely WM q. 

inful Apprehenſions to themſelves, or 

„ Thele Proftitutions, you aſſure us, you do ui © t 


« with Concern z but yet cannot be for the R.. Con 
| | * PAL, muy 
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6 16 
4 bang becauſe you. think” It with the 
(1 eſa vain nee * What Chaved 
vu} muſt ht be Which canner be but 
u acknowledgd Proſtitutlon an lion 
n boly Sarrwment / Sure, not the Clureh of CM A MU. 
Let net Chelſtiane % % hat may con 
ſoch earnal and corrupt Polley ever defeats itſelf 1 
Ind In OUS ON ＋. a 

6 by the Foree of 


* 
You correct me for 2 


this Law Multitudes of needy Perſons are _— 
1 come t0 the Lord's Table, and cry, wont 
« forbid | that the Temptations even of Poverty 
4 and Want ſhould be eſteem'd to have the nature 
« of Force and Compulſion,, for ln that Caſe 
4 they would have we Guilt at all upon thelr Cone 
u ſelences.“ So then, you can bring off, I find; 
the young Adulterer from any Guile with his lewd 
with ihe Flaitery 


Woman, vil. 21, becau 
ber Lips ſhe yoRCED bim. I thought | had written 
to a Batchelor of Divinity, to a Gentleman who was 
no Stranger to Seripiure Language, and who knew 
what is meant when the King command: bis Servants 
to cop EL the Gueſts to come in, Luke xiv. 23, For 
the like uſe.of the Word compel, you may pleaſe to 
conſult Galat. ii. 14. vi. 12. See alſo Luke xiv, 18, 
20. in the Original. 2 n 

That the Prieſt has no Power to refuſe the Lord's- 
Supper to the vileſt Perſon that demands it as a 
Qualification for a Poſt, you care not to admit, and 
ak.“ Is there any Law which forbids the Cu- 
tate to repel him from the Lord's Table 4?” Yes, 
by equitable Conſtruction of the Law called the Teſt z 
moſt certainly there is: For the ſame Law which 
requires, under ſevere Penalties, all Perſons in Poſts 
o receive the Lord's-Supper according to the Uſage 
of the Church of England, does, by indiſputable 
Conſequence, require ſome one to give it. If it 
nyt be received by them, it muſt ſurely be given 
to 


n det. p. 3. + Rom. I. 8. f II Def. p. 4. 
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(16) q 
to them, To ſuppoſe the Lila to h 
them, under heavy Pains, to of theh 
crament z but to have oblig'd none, upon 
mand, to adminiſter. it to them, is to | 
acting a moſt abſurd and unjuſtifiable Part z which 
is not to be imagin'd. Who then is the Parkoats 
whom, according to Law, a Man that wal 
ſacramental Qualification is to apply for that . 
vice ? Undoubtedly his Pariſh Prieſt z who N 
pointed and paid by Law for the Performa 
the ſeveral Offices which the State requires of him 1 
of which this is plainly one. Whatever Power thin 
fore the Rubric gave the Curate to repel open n 
Livzxs from the Table of the Lon d before the Taſk 
AF took place, in Caſes of Qualification, it 1s now 


unqueſtionably ſuperſeded, and the Rubrick virtually 
repeal For when a new Law injoins what . 
pugnant to an old, that old Law is to be conliderd 
as ſo far ſet aſide. And as for the“ 4.40 
« which the Prieſt is liable to be condemn'd for tt 


ck 


a the Sacrament,” theſe the Law, "tis 
ſum'd, will give according to the Loſs, » 
the Perſon can make appear he hath, ſuſtain'd by 
that Refuſal z which in many Caſes may be gelt 
more than the Prieſt is —_ * 

« The Oath of Abjuration you eſteem quite a Pi 
rallel to the Sacramen/al Teſt z and urge, that if one 
ſhould be repealed becauſe it lays Men under vie 
lent Temptations to proſtitute their Conran | h 
alſo ought the other *. No, the Caſes, if duly 
weigh'd, will be found to differ widely. An Oath 
o idelity to the Government that employt un 

oſts of Influence and Power is a Security or Pld 
evidently founded in the Reaſon of Things, it he 
been the Practice immemorial of all civiliz'd Ne 
tions Its Neceſſity, or great Expedience, minis 
feſtly ariſes from the nature of Civil Government; 


Def. p. 6 


4 Facobite takes it, ' to the 1 
| ſcience, ry hr ety — 
blamed : The Law that ordered, it is clear. But, 
un — of this be ſaid concerning the SAGLAMEN - 
tat. Teſt Hath Tuts been an Inſtrument r the 
pport of Civil Government in the gk molt , 
wuriſning and wiſeſt Empires of the Earth Hath 

b, the Author of civil Government, given the \ 
aſt Intimation of his intending it ſuch 4 Guard ? \ YN 
d Carer the Inftitutor of this Rite the ſeaſt 
Wention or Doſen that it ſhould be th: uſed and 
plied z be made an Engine and Tool of Sant; 
Inſtrument to diſcriminate betwixt Chriſtian and 
riſtian z to lift ſome to Poſts of Power in! the 
Kingdoms of this World z arid to lay upon #f6##s . 

Men equally virtuous) Brands of Odium and Dis- 

nice? Had he not unqueſtionably a quite con- 

taky Deſign ? You know, Sir, that he had. 

hes he look then with Pleaſure down, think you, 

jon the Kingdom and Church, whete he ſees his = 

ane and his [uftitutions thus openly violated, per- 

ted, profaned y his Priefs liking i have it 77 

proving, eſpouſing, detending the An ver 

un, I cannot think it y and ſhould any Man ex- ö 
Meſs a fear that 4% is not the leaſt of thoſe wa- 

Sins which expoſe us to Divine Diſpleaſure z 

lit It is a public Violation of that RtonTROvINaLs 
( PizTy which alone cam exalt a People u Ne- 
liſh, a Diſeaſe which preys upon the Body Fo- 
ie; and, if it does not threaten its Diſſolution 
Jt greatly impairs its Strength: I confeſs ! could 
*. prove his Fears eg or u. For if the 


= 7 —- , Y 7 i & TITS 


Church 
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and their common Meals, and not eating it A th 


not only not according to, but di 
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) 
Church of Coi fy TH was! c 
making ' a due boos cons by. 


Lox p' Supper ; J ſee not but the Chureh ofa: 
LAND may have ſomething alſo to fear, forth 
Perverfions and Proftitutions which, "_ own, 


ſee with Conczan for its uſing t | 
redhly againſt ju 


mitive Inſtitution z to a Purpoſe and for ant 
which quite oppoſes and ſubverts one principle Dei 
* which our Divine Maſter appointed this geit 
High Offices and Court Employmente, I! 
acknowledg'd, might be apt to corrupt u 
as every one knows them to have this Influe 
upon the human Mind z though as a Hen chen 
fore and a Chriſtian I wiſh earneſtly the Nes 
yet as a Diſemter I profeſs no Solicitude about | 
gut I ought not then, you ſay, {6 
« plead for their being admitted to ſuch Wm 
« ments, but to be very ſolicitous again e 
view, Sir, in leſs haſte, and you will Andy Ian 
far from pleading /renuoufy for thelr Admillien 
ſuch Employments, that I have not ſo eh 
pleaded for it / a/l, All I plead for % 
moval of the Incapacity under which they Www 
lle) the breaking « diſgraceful Yoke when | 
Te hath put upon their Necks z and the | 
them to thelr vu Freedom and Honour 4 
Right, That the // may have Liberty, |! 
thinks it needs their faithful Services, to ava mn 
of them z and that it be left to their Ziburgy i 
Virtue, their Choice either to accept or refuſe R 
of Truſt under the Government; and that 
not ſtand branded and ſtigmatiz'd before the Wl 
as Perſons incapable and unworthy of ſuch . 


* In the late excellent Couuxur on Warburton's Alliance 
the Paſſage of my ſecond Letter, to which this refers, is not only mw 


ds ** 
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„ eee . 
eren, 
Of our Consrrrurion in Church and State, 


OU ſeem a little diſpleas'd at m —_— 
« Whether the Church were an eſſential an 
an half Part of our ConsriTtuTtion ? and whe- 
' ther Church and State here in England are ſo incor- 
perated and wnited as that, like the married Pair, 
i they muff ſtand or fall together? and-alledge, 
that in all the Converſation as well as in the 
i Writings of Diſſenters and others, we read and 
hear — of the ecclyhiaſtical as diſtin- 
iſh'd from the civil Conſtitution : Yea, even 
rom the Throne and both Houſes of Parliament 
we often hear of our Conſtitution in 9 and 
N 6 late. 


hot falthfully and exaRtly quoted, In the Latter It Rande thus, p. 
Woes 0 Though I t THis LAW 4 gf} inrightrout Nee when wits 
and an wndowbted Vindation of Our natural * j yet en far from being 
_ that ith Nav #AL Would be of Hhe leaſh Service is ou at 
rin, I doubt, and Dave thought, there it tes med Truth 
i whet you ſay, that high Truſts and Court-Employments Would be 
wxitemely apt to corrupt us 4 and that s warld really rather Injure than 
frengt ben bh * bave newer therefbre os d DIA Oren of 
all ſolleltaut fur the LBP BALI)! | 
1% This is exprefe'd only ag a Dowd? or Suſpicion z but the Author 
of tat COMMAN' hath made it fay in poſitive and ſtrong Terms 
(p. 184) „ That @ Repeal of the TF and CorrFork ation A 
OHA A BALLY Be Injurions ts the Inter of Proteflant Difowters 4 of 
tat J am perſuaded it would ratber injure than firengiben tur Intereh.' 
Whieh is giving the Paſſage a very different Turn, Adel 
And when that Qentleman 15 i 1s there an bſolve Treapagity of 
Wing virtuous in high Stations ) 1 ; No 1 But if there be a great 
' of being «/#/0y4 3 this will juſtifie — an Jndifference j 4 10 oli» 
we about them z and will excuſe, at leaſt, a Debt a Fear as to the 
Sent, And when he further aſks,--+- (% Would any Man think his 
Conduct juſtifiable, ſhould he refuſe a large Eſtate merely becauſe of 
" the greater Danger of his being corrupted hy it?“ I Anſwer, 1, Thero 
in been Inſtances of ſych Refuſal recorded, and, perhaps, juſtly, as In- 
ſances of heroic Virtue, But, 2. Toxxyvss it when offer'd, is a thing 
Mremely different from being s0L1ciTovVs te obtain it, Pyblic Offices 
ad Truſts, when offered by thoſe in Power, ought not to be refuſed by 
as think themſelves capable * rightly diſcharging them; becau 
— 


(:44,), © 
t State %% But diveſt your ſelf, for a Moment of 
wr Attachment1, which inſenſibly . warp: the 
and you will fee ity 1 believe, to be & 
rational Docht For our .ecc abical, ho however Wit. 
monly ry uiſh'd by Sounds, 1 have fully, proved 
in my , Letter . 55 to which * 
not Tux to ma eaſt Reply) ab alb 
the Beginning of this _ to be rea W 
than & c Conſtitution, a Jem ar Cots 
trived, dlſpos d and — * by the C IVI Mantis 
| * z Ws m— as the Conſtitution of the In. 
| of the Army, or of the Court: of ae 
al Theſe all, ke have thelr Colin, (tha 
is, thelr ſeveral Parts of the prone Ines 
| > them to 1 5 and theſe ſeveral Glen 4 
Forms and Methods of proceeding in * 

really, as wy and as much as the 
ARMY is the Conſtitution and Order of the ejwill 
A ſtrate relating to the Direction of the Military Fore 
* The Taz asvky is the Conſtitution and Orden af the 
. ſame Magiſtrate relating to the Collection andDilpe 
* ſal of the public Monies. The Couxrs of 
* Ball are the Conſtitution of the ſame Magiſtrate io 
| the diſpenſing public Juſtice, And the Cavaen! 
* the Conſtitution and Order of the ſame Magil 
[ relating to the Manner in which the public War 
| 
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ſhip is to be perform'd. The Officers in eu are 
K * (1 
| | | this would be to reject an Opportunity of Public Service, to which 0 
* Country calls them, But this may be done without a Saline p 
q | cure them, 
. The Paſſage on which this ingenious Author has ſtep'd aſd wr 
1 mark, ſpeaks but the very ſame Sentiment which himſelf has elſewt 

| perhaps more ſtrongly expreſs'd, Comment, Cc. p. 138. An hf 
«« ferency to the Honours, Riches and Pleaſures of this Worch 3 Ge 

f « tempt of and Victory over them, is the Indepe and 5 
uh «« which the true Religion and Church can boaſt ; the Refignation (6 
< Loſs) of which muſt be infinitely dangerous to her; her Poiſon, be 
« death Wound.“ - Again, p. 231. :* Though it may be thought 
| « am pleading for the Introduction of Proteſtant Diſſenters into Place 
| * of Profit and Truſt, I am fully perſuaded that their having fuc 
1 % Places would not make them more religious Men, nor from Nut 
* bers of them ſo employ'd would their Societies appear with gre 
1 Reputation as religious Societies. 

* Let, I. p. 11. II Def. p. g, 10. 
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of 
he 
: aul un beg Rule 1 e ht 
fed er 1 only W His, 
a — hath — 4 that In all thelr reſpe&ive Of 

| vera "=. | | 
10 15 you — the cel ls really, you 
dee, no other than a Branch or Limb of the cl 
0:8 Conſtitution ; and what you call the Church is: in 


trath no more an much leſs an b Part of 
our ConsTiTUFION, than the Tre 


« 
or either of the Courts of Heftminſte Should, 
now, the Wiſdom of the Legi/faiure think \praper 
to new form any of theſe face z for i 0 
the Method of diſpenſing Juſtice in any of our Laws» 
Courts (which Courts, by the way, are all of much 
longer ſtanding than the Conſtitution of our preſent 
Church) by which a Saving would ariſe of vaſt 
Sums to the Public, and Juſtice be diſpens'd in a 
more rational- and eaſy way: Would you not ſmile 
to hear ſome zealous Gentlemen of the Robe ſtand 
forth and inſiſt, —-That theſe Cour Ts were an 
eſſential and an half Part of the ConsTITUT10ON ; 
and that therefore whoever mov'd for, or ſo much 
65 wiſl*d, an ALTERATION in either of them, could 
not be ſafely truſted with any Share of the public Power, 
and was realiy in Truth an Enemy to the STATE — ? 
The learned Gentlemen of that Robe, Sir, no doubt, 


alike {mile to hear you thus reaſoning as to the 
Church *, | 


Ii 


By 

* That the Account here given of the Nature and Confitution of the 
Church of Zgiand is quite agreeable to the Sentiments of our ht Rx - 
FORMERS, the Founders and Framers of it, appears from the Determina- 
tion of a ſelect Aſſembly of them, conven'd at Windſor by K. Zu- 
ward VI. by whom (as may be concluded from Archbiſhop Cramer's 
Manuſcript) it was declared, 

* That all Chriſtian Princes have committed to them immediately 
* from Gop the whole Cure of their Subjects ; at well concerning the 
© Adminiſtration of Gob's Word for the Cure of Soul, as concerning the 
Miniſtration of things political and civil Governance, In * theſe 
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669 4 
* By * the ConsrtTuTION i Cure and" Shih," 
« then, of which we often hear even in ; 
« and Addreſſes from and to the Throne," ea th 
_ nothing elle, ry rgPegr OnDek &@- 
oRM of Government reſpecting all Perſona 
Things which is eſtabliſh\d by the Laws and | 
this Realm, A ConsTITuT10N by which the ty 
or Quzen, as ſupreme Head of the Church, the 
Fountain of all Power and Juriſdiction therein j 
thoriz'd to inſtru, overrule and controul all 
Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Prieſts in this Kingdom in 
all their moſt sPpI RTV AL and ECCLESIASTICNS 
Concerng—— A ConsT1TUT10N, by Which a Ls+ 
DY, When ſuch fills the Throne, is impower'd'to 
compoſe public Prayers for the Church; to ſtopall 
Preaching therein z to fill vacant Biſhoprics with 
what Perſons ſhe pleaſes, or not to fill them at al 
to direct all Ecclefiaſtics what they all, of ſhall wet 
preach z and even in the moſt abſru/e and metaply- 
fical Points to be the final Judge of HI; 
whoſe, Judgment muſt ſtand, as to what ſhall or 
ſhall not be deem'd Hrn ESE in this Church, even 
though it happen to contradict that of all het lear#'d 
CLtkoY in Convocation conven'd, 


Thus 


ft Miniftrations they muſt have ſundry Miniſters under them, to f\pply 
& that which is __ to thelr ſeveral Office, 

t The c Miniſters under the King's Majeſty in this Realm bv 
 thefe whom it ſhall pleaſe his Highneſs, for the time, to put in AV» 
et thorlty under him as for Example, the Lord Chancellor, Treg» 
i ſwer Lord Admiral, Gt. 

t The Miniſters of Ge- Word under his Majeſty be the Bl 
% Parfons, Viears, and fuch other Priefts as be wget his 
% nefy to that Miniftration 4 as for Example, the Biſhop of Cd 
« the Biſhop of Winebg/er, the Parſon of CM , We, 

# All the fald Officers and Miniſters, as well of the one fort ai of 
„the other, be appointed, affign'd and elected in every Place by the 
„% Laws and Orders of Kings and Princes.” [Vide % & 
Arebbiſbop Cranmer's M. 8. Stilling. Iren. Part II. Ch, vill; p. 39, 

* Any of the Biſhopricks may be kept vacant by the Priness of 
land, as thoſe of Ely and Oxford were by Q. NM the latter had 
Aiſhop for 2 Years. The Parliament difſblv'd the rich Miihe of 
Dirham in King Edward VI's Reign, and gave the Profits te the Crown. 
And it had remain'd diffolv'd to this Day, probably, had not Pepi & 
Muy reſtor'd it, | 
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Thus b vösewö Lavy - "Elinabeth,''in 
g of her 3 wer, "HERSBLY 
'd a Prayer, Archdeacon Erhard “ informs 
the uſe of a great Number of her Nobilityand 
dung, as well as her Soldiers and Sailors, in the 
Expedition againſt Cadiz, directing it to be u/ed 
daily in every Ship. And by virtue of her Supremacy 

ſhe might, I preſume, if ſhe had pleas'd (and that 
any future QUzzN may) compoſe Prayers for the 
uſe of the Archbiſhops, Biſbeps, and all the Clergy of 
the Land; and injoin their ſolemn Uſe every $ 

in the Church z and that the Uſe of ſuch devour 
rtMININE Compoſitions, no Biſbop nor Prieſt 
can ny to our ConsTITUTION, in any wiſe 


The ſame Royal Lap, by virtue of her Procla- 
mation only, put an entire ſtop to all Preaching of 
Miniſters and others throughout the þ os work ; 
and the People were — to hear no other 
ing or Doctrine, but the Epiſtle and Goſpel of the Day, 
and the Ten Commandments, without 7 Expoſition or 


Paraphraſe thereon, * And ſhould any future Qua 
y apprehend, 
by our — tru- 
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think proper to do the ſame, I hum 
all her Biſhops and Clergy 


are, 


_ in Church and State, — 1. to © 
By the ſame Conſtitution Kin put forth 
a Prockemation . a WOMAN — worn the Crown, 


ſhe alſo might — dann it y as any ſwwe Quan 
may) commanding the Clergy not to preach or diſ- 
— about Arminiani/m. The learn'd Biſhop Dave» 
reſuming to preach upon _ Doctrine of 
loflination, was forced to appear upon his Knees 
beforg the Council y and bein — rep rlmanded 
hardly ſo eſcaped : Though he alledg'd he had 

ach'd nothing but the XVIIth 4 0 05 the 
hurch of A L The Kino, not only in his 
ſuperior, but 2 nu eccleſiaſtic, Wiſdom told 


3 ) 
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„ Hiſt, of England, p. 36% Col. U. 
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Judgment, in the Balance of our apoſtolic and ex 
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which 
m can bly compoſe, has 
been obſerv'd in the Caſe of — . Queen 
Anns, by her /ole Authority, ſkreen'd from the 
Cenſure of her learn'd Convocation. ' Hin ſingle 


he moſt venerable and hol 


cellently conſtituted Church, being of far 
Weight than that of the united — ops and 
of the Whole Land. This you ate pleaſed, 
enough, to call Miſrepreſentation ; but might have 
ſeen the Truth of it atteſted by two of your own 
learn'd and reverend Hiſtorians Burnet and Made 
in their Accounts of the Year 1711. 
Again, by our preſent Conſtitution the King' 
or at leaſt by Conſent of Parliament, hath u 
Powtn to divide the went e Biſhopricks, into 
which this Kingdom is at preſent canton'd, late . 
many hundred y and thus to render them more le 
the Biſhopricks of the — Are % when every Chrif- 
tian Ahe took the t of no more than be 


could perſonally know, and 12 could communes 


at one Tabley a POW N to new - frame the whole Or- 
der of public Worſhip z to aboliſh its preſent - 
ticles, Ceremonies and Forms z and to ſubſtitute 
none at all, or quite new ones in their ſtead.” A 
Pow x to diſpoſe of that Part of the Public Tret- 
lure by which the Clergy are maintain'd in a more 


* Yide Fuller's Church Hiſt. B. IX. p. 138. 

The ſame bleſſed Martyr, by his Royal Mandate * without any 
Trial, ſequeſter'd and ſuſpended from the Execution of his Office good 
Archbiſhop Abbot, for refuſing his Licence and W to a mol} 
vile and ſcandalous Sermon of Sibthorgs 


„ ea 

quitable and Jaber mannet ) and to. reduce the 
bameful Exorbitance, by which forte Members of 
that great, and in itſelf venerable and uſeful Body, 
wanton in vaſt Affluence, Indolence and ' Sloth, 
(which may be what you call Szugneſs) whilſt:othets 
more virtuous, jous and hkarh'd wear away 
their Lives in Obſcurity and Want,— This, Sir, 
nithout queſtion, is our preſent Cunsr4TuTToON in 
Church and State. 


8 E C Ts IV. 
Of Sroxsons in Baptiſm, 


OUR Defence of way in Baptiſm comes 

next to be conſider'd, Here you allirm, 
That I repreſent the Uſe of Sponſors as a very 
" wſterious Point, as an wnaccountable, inexplicable, 
« abſurd and ]] thing “.“ An Aſfertion 
hurried from you by the Ardor of Zeal, but quite 
without Truth, The Uſe of Spoy/ars in all Caſes of 
Parents Incapacity I entirely approve 1 and expreſi 
told you, That in ſuch Caſes the Diſſenters 15 
they +, You could not without extreme Auatfention 
but ſee, that it was „ The TT IN O ASLDR the Po- 
0 et ry mo 11 to A * 
age /oremnty for t out, Education of . 
1 %. and the receiving the Child to Baptiſm up. 
" arount of its OWN FAITH and its OWN PROMISE 
" expreſa'd by its Sun ins,“ that I, thus repreſent, 
And though 1 have the Pleaſure now to find you 
acitly giving up, though not honourably retracting. 
that precipitant Expreſſion, * That Godfathers, are 
not an uſeful only, but even a NECESSARY In- 
* fitution,” yet ſcarcely without Pain can one ſee 
you grievouſly embarraſs'd in accounting for the 
E Anſwers 


® 11 Def, p. 244 + Let» II. p. 7. 
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count of 1Ts ow. Faith ? Why interrogate the 


profeſs Faith as a Qualification for the Baptiſm df 
the Child? Why is e CHILD call'd upon d. 


deſires Baptiſm, Sc. when all the World fx 


(46) 

Anſwers made at the Font, Theſe, you Ming 
are not the Swrerfer, but the Cui Aae 
But your Attempis to explain, ho a Child wa 
fannot believe, does = profeſs ait How th 
Infant who in wo Senſe can promiſe of 
does yet really and in good Seuſs vo and en. 
— How the Babe who has no Thought, 50 
urpoles nor Deſires, may yet expreſt theſc ) th 
Mouth of its Sureties y and theſe Expreffions of wha 
It ha/4 not, and cant poſlibly have, are accopted 
by vi Clnn has a proper Token that It Sath them, 
and as a fulid Ground of Baptiſino——] This Is fil 
to me, and I believe to all the World, as inexpl, 
eabable, myſterious, tranſeendent a thing as be 

ou wndertook ta unvail and explain It, 

Nay, the Myſtery grows upon you, by attempt 
ing to unfold it: For you declare, “ That th 
«Ground and Foundation of Infants being receiv'd 
« ro Baptiſm, in your Church, is the Promiſe of 
Gop to Believers and their Seed “. Mind then, 
*tis cho Faith of the PARENT that intitles the Chill 
to Baptiſm ;z but if the Ground of its being receiv'd 
to this Chriſtian Sacrament be the aal A 


RENT only, why do you receive it as if upon ac- 


or BBE ? Doſt rnou believe? Will Thoy 
b beptined ? Again, if the PARZNT's Failh 
be that which intitles the Child to Baptiſm z why # 
not ihe ParENT the Perſon who ſtands forth to 


riorſly to declare, that it ſelf believes, that it /ef 


that it neither &:c205, nor does, nor can in any fenk 
at all do either of theſe things ? 
You endeavour to explain the Matter “ by an 


+ Infant in the Lord of the Manor's Court, 1 
: 0 | Rs '< y 


u Def, p, 38, 


4.4. 
by his Attorney In admitted to his Oopychold, and 
 cyyenants to do Homage for the ſame 4 un by 
u an Infant*King, who hath ſome one of the No- 
« bility who in his Name and for his Benefit Is ap- 
u polnted to take the Coronation Oath 4 and there- 
l by oblige him to obſerve the Laws and protect 
« his Subjects . But thele Inſtances avail you 
pothing, For, | 

1. The Child when admitted by hls Attorney In 
the Lord's Court to his Copy-hold, des 6 
wat to do Homage for the ſaine. That he does ne! 
benannt, 1 prove by a very plain and inconteſtable 
Argument, which is, that he cannet, There is no 
Henle at all, no religions or moral Senſe, in which the 
Infant can with any Truth or Propriety be ſald to 
mmant, No, tis the Attorney, and he alone, that 
wyenants to perform the Homage. And, in the 
iſe of a Minor King, when one of the Nobility 
akes the Coronation Oath in his Name or Stead (if 
ny ſuch Ceremony be ever perform'd) he does not, 


erde the Laws and protect the Subject: Not whillt 
n Infant ; becauſe, not being a moral Agent, he 
nnot poſſibly be capable of moral Obligation: And 


Ir Oath of one rational moral Agent, can never pro- 
er oblige another, if that other was not at all 
mſcious of, nor gave his Conſent to it. The whole 
Nature and Extent of the Obligation in that Caſe is 
nqueſtionably this: The Nobleman who takes the 
Vath, as perſonating the King, and who during the 
nority is veſted with the regal Power, ſwears 
lat be HIMSELF will, in the Exerciſe of that Power, 
ſerve the Laws and protect the Subjects. The 


dnly, can extend only to himſelf z and it laſts only 
jo long as he continues veſted with the regal Power, 
E 2 But 


3 Il Def. P- 129. 


nnot in any Senſe thereby oblige the Royal Infant to 


ot when he comes of Age; becauſe the Promiſe 


Obligation of this 'Oath, which is made by himſelf 
a 
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But when the R ant comes of Age, ad 
ſumes the Power du ll own Nas 
ſonally take the Oath ; or ſome way or other hu 
his ſolemn Aſſent to it, in order to his hid 
under nny real Obligation by it, And then, 
2. Theſe Caſes alſb widely differ from thut df 
baptized Infant, becauſe in both of them thete un 
ſeveral important Services and A#ions to be den, 
(which mull. be_perform'd_by ſome one) whilk th 
Minority continues, In the rf, there ate Sul 
and Services in the Lord's Court, and Qult- Rent 
to be paid. In the other there are Adty of gl 
Power to be continually exerted for the due 
vernment of the People, even whilſt the Infanty re 
mains, Theſe, therefore, being indiſpenſibly 
ceſſary to be done, and the Infant being vitterly in 
capable of doing 'them, henee ariſes a we 
ſotne Perſon's undertaking to diſcharge t 
for him, and to a& in the Infant's ſtead, Rut, 
there any thing like this in the Caſe of m I 
fants ? Is there any Service or Homage, any Nui 
VowswhichGop expects from them whliſt their 
laſts ? You know there is not, If Gop then aud 
no ſuch Services from the Infant, why are Sou 
called forth to mn to . them for Aim 
And this when dhe Pretence is in every Vie Wd! 
culous y becauſe in things of Religion tis utterſy i 
ſurth for one Man to (pretend to prom/e, to 
belle ve in the Name of another. 
One prinelpal Porn of the Baptiſm of 8 Chil 
ou OWN, „ ft Mat ſome SRevnrty be greens 
v ſolewn ST1PULATION be made Before tr ON 
« for (ts MEI Epvearion,” Who nh 
| pray, ſo proper to give this Security, ay (% 
fon to whom its Ednention Ik committed tf 
ſhould the Church bring under the Angagement of 
ſolemn Vow or Covenant for this Purpoſe ! S 
who, perhaps, never ſaw the Child 3 or, Who Wit 
1 | 
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the Ne wilt never fee It more | Or 
the Parents, in'whoſe Family It i» to grow up, under 
whoſe Eye it is to be form'd | ws, 
An explitit STipuLaTiON, in your Buptiſm of 
in Infant, you do not pretend there in any but 
what the Ch (poor Babe) 1T Wr makers but 
« the Sureties by ſtanding there, and receiving u 
„ ſolemn Charge concerning the religious Eduea- 
« tion of the Child are juſtly ſuppos'd to accepe 
« it ®, But do you not know, Sir, that this is no 
Stipulation, neither explicit nor implicit, & Stipu- 
lation is a /n / Promiſe : But though the 

ſors ſtand there, and hear the Admonition z no 
Anſwer, no Word, no Token is required of them 
by which to ſignify their ſolemn Purpoſe and En- 
gagement to obey it, Accordingly, when they re- 
turn home, they too generally with great Levity 
ſbake off the Charge again, and throw it over to the 
Parent T. And thus the Solemnity of the Inſtitu- 
tion dwindles into a mere Trifling, if not ludicrous 
Ceremony; and your boaſted dowble Security ſtill re» 
mains no real Security at all. 

Dr. Niebolt's Account of this apparently abſurd 
and myſterious Aﬀain, to which I refer'd you, is to 
be ſure far more defenſible, though quite contrar 
to yours, viz, 4* Biptiſatorum Adem religioſe in 
 recipiebant, eos ſincere omnla In Evangelio reve- 
lata eredere, & ſubſequentes vitee actiones ſuxta 
« Chriſti normam directuros eſſe $,— That the 
Sueries religiouſly BD 4&8 b for the Faith of the Bap» 
led, that they snou tp fincerely Belfeve all that was 
dead i the Goſpel, and dire the ſubſequent Ar- 
tows of thely Lives by the Law of Chryt, Thin you 
ll My yum en 1 unc thx me before the World 
fer u WRONG TRANDLATED % N my 
Piypeſe'l), Ih will give you, ſurely, fone m_— 

f an 


iber. p. 46. m, ts the 616 Nieh 
def, ber ll. h. 175 y 11 Def: p. - * ; F 
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and Pain; ts be told that bis is not mine, but is the 1, 


Deftrr's own Tranſlation, or that of his 
Friend who publiſhed his Defence, &c, And I appeal 


to the Public, whether the Doctor's our Ward be 


the proper Rendering of the Words. Is Recipere in ſt 
fidem baptiſatorum,——To make a ſolemn On 
and Profeſſion touching the Faith of the Baptiſed wm 
Belides, the Doctor was too wile a Perſon to repre« 
ſent the Suretier, as you would have him, as Mak 
ing & ſolemn Declaration that the - 515 
believe all that tt revealed in the Me 
this he well knew was what no wi/e of bone Man 
could poſſibly declare — any Infant upon 
Karth, He knew it cue te alfi u, Ii the 
tnſamt Þ1Þ BELIEVE at ally much more to affirm 
that it 8INOKRELY Gelieved y but more even yet; 
that it fincerely believed Alu that it revealed in tt 
Goſpel, = Which ever way you view it then, * 
all myſterious and recondite : And this Buſinef 
the Furetiet and their Aer at the firſt, after all 
your Pains to clear it up, is ſtill covered with en. 
tremely dark and impenetrable Clouds, which till 
ſome new Light ſhall ariſe one may venture to 
phely will never be diſpell\d : It turns the Ceres 
mony of your Baptiſm into little elſe than a ſolemn 
Trifle z and furniſhes to Unbelievers Matter of ever« 
_ laſting Inlult, Contempt and Ridieule, 


Ker. 


Of ConriRMATI1ON, 


S to the Ceremony of Confirmation, you u 


ſtill ſo wiſe as not to aſſert any Scriptural or 


apoſtolic Authority for its Practice. But yet aſk, 


* If both the ordinary and extraordinary Gifts of the 
« Spizit were communicated by the Apoſtles by 
It Anni 


= 


1 Impofition of Hands, why may we not expect that 
66 9 ones will ſtill communicated by 


« not continue that Adminiſtration in the Church 
« in = and Expectation of them“? By theſe 
ordinary Gifts, as you fully explain yourſelf, you 
mean, What are uſually called, the Gaacts of the 
Spirit, even the Spirit of Love and of a 80unD 
Mb. For you add, ** If this Spirit of Love and 
« of A ſonnd Mind was given to Töne by Impo- 
„ ſition of Hands in his Ordine!ron y why may it 
„pot be done by the ſame Ceremony in Confirmes 
„ e I ar forry there is a Proteſtant Di» 
vine in this Kingdom capable of aſking ſuch a 
Queſtion as this, For, 1, This Spirit of Love and 
Maud MIND danny eee, Which you en- 
eourage us to expect from the N on of the N.. 
fop's Hands, Is one of the ſublimeſt GryTa con- 
eri upon the human Race by the Goſpel of 
Cunts. A Gir which far excells an ss to 
ſpeak with Tongues, a Fuitb that can remove Moun- 
tains, a Potter to caſt out Devils, to heal all manner 
of Diſeaſes, or even to raiſe the Dead. The 
Syrit of Love and of n udp Mind far excells 
tem all yz and yet th it ſeems we may now expect 
by the /aying en of the Biſhop's Hands | Hleſſed 
ſropary indeed, if it carries with it ſuch Gifts ! 
But how foglith and wild the Claim, if neliher Serip- 
we nor Req/on lend it the lealt Support! Far, 

2, Breaule this Grip T was confer'd on Timetby at 
his Ordination by the laying on of the AposTLE8S 
Hands ; does it alles that the ſame Gifts may be 
expected in Confirmation from the Hands of our — 
lent Biſbops? Is there Power in their Lordſhips 
Fingers to convey ſo divine a Bleſſing to the Head 
on which they reſt? You ſhould know, Sir, that 
the learned Prelates of this Church abbor the pre- 
ſumptuous 
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* 11 Def, p. 38. 


the ſame Adminiſtration ? And why ſhould we 


—— — 
mptuous Claim : They pretend: to no 
Why then wlll you off reſume to glam it for 

them? And why amuſe the World, 40 N 

4 room to ſcoff by the uſe of « ſolemn Ve 

for the conferring theſe Gifts, Which no "Work 

Man hath now Power to beltew ? The Age leon 

tical and diſcerning. For the Honour of the Chih 

tian Name therefore, and the Dignity of Cl 

Biſbops, all Claims not clearly founded on gen- 
ture or Reaſon, and all Offices and Rites not evi. 
dently ſupported by them, ſhould at the leaſt be 
ſilently dropt, 

The only Rite, after Baptiſm, which 1 find either 
inflituted or prattiſed by Cun sr and his 
% to make « public Recognition of our 
* 60 1 in the Face of a Chriſtian Congre 

it « gation,” is the celebrating the Loyd's Supper By 

« #bis Chriſtians are openly to profeſs themſelves the 
4 Subjects and Followers of JISsus Curt n. 
cognize their baptiſmal Covenant z to ſbew forth 
that Death by which he purchas'd them to himſelf; 
and in the molt public and ſolemn manner to hy 
themſelves under freſh and moſt ſacred Obligations 
to live obedient to his Laws, Here then are al 
the Ends which can rationally be propos d in the 
uſe of Confirmation, a human Invention, more effec- 
tually and better anſwer'd in that of the Lord's S. 
per, an undoubted Inſtitution and Command of 
Tesvs Cuxisr. With the Emblems of their &.. 
viour's Body and Blood in their Hands, the Recgn- 
tion they HERE make of their Engagements to m 
holy Life is vaſtly more ſolemn, the Motives t 
Obedience more powerful and conſtraining, and 
they are CERTIFIED of God's Favour and gracias 
Goodneſs to them by a Toxtn incomparably. mote 
important than the laying on of the Biſbop's Handi. 
If you aſk, What is this to thoſe who dare a0 


' 


. 
r 
At themſelves to the Sacrament * I anfver, 
heh have equal reaſon not to offer themſelven to 

ten; the ſame Faith and Sincerity which - | 
M requiſite to render a Perſon à proper Subje& of 
the ad make him alſo a worthy Communlagnt in 
the other. | | L.- wah | 
That this Ceremony of Confirmation iy no Part of 
enulne and | quay CHRISTIANITY, there are 
bw, I ſuppoſe none, of our learned Biſhops and 
Divines, but perfectly know, tullian ls the moſt 
tient Author in which Mention of it is found. 
hit by dis time, tis well known, à great Varlety 
i Super/titions and ridiculous and fooliſh Rites were 
rought into the Church, And you are alſo, I pre» 
nc, not ignorant that Confirmation was then al- 
ys perform'd (not as it is with us, but) 1MMg* 
LATELY after Baptiſm, A duc Regard to this will 
| you to the true ng of that Expreſſion in 
yur Office, which you are ſo embarraſs'd in elear- 
ig up z where the Biſhop declares to Gov, That be 
b vouchſafed to regenerate theſe his Servants by 
Vater and the Holy Ghoſt, and to give them the For- 
reneſs of all their Sins, An Expreſſion taken, pro- 
wly, from ſome antient Liturgy ; and which was 
Itable and well adapted to the Practice of thole 
mes, but is utterly incongruous and wnſuitable to 
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, 
for then, as Dr. Cave obſerves T, Though In- 
ants were undoubtedly taken into the Church by 
baptiſm, yet the main Body of the Baptiſed were 
aut Perlons z who, flocking over daily in great 
Numbers to the Faith of Chriſt, were received in 
t this Door, Utually they were for ſome con- 
liderable time catechiſed, and trained up in the 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith z till having 
gven Teſtimony of their Proficiency in Know + 
age, and of a ſober and regular Converſation, 
| ey 
n Def. p. 39. + Prim, Chiif. Part I. p. 194, 308. 
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4 they became Candidates for Bani t On, 


greater Author 4 ſays, * The Cane ion 


4 not the Privileges of the Faithful till 
« jn a Senſe, merited them Ae ue «hey * 


0 


« a conſiderable time of Trial, they q 
the Sincerity of their Hearts by the Sandtity and 
„Purity of their Lives: And then, as Origen fans 
% M' initiate them in our Myſteries, when they bay 
« made a r in Holineſs, and gyro, "ule 
* utmoſt of their Power have reformed their 

« ſation, When they had chang'd their Man 
s and rectified their irregular Carriage, then th 
«© were waſhed with the Water of Baptiſm, and nc 
« zxrFORE, For, as Teriu/lian obſerves, we are nc 


„ baptiſed, that we may ceaſe to ſin ; but becauſe x 1 
©* have ALREADY ceaſed.” No.] When cn C 
the Caſe, and immediately after Baptiſm Confirmation. 
was adminiſtred, there was ſame ncy and Pr oh 


priety in the Biſhop's or P r's (tor Preſhi 
alſo then confirm'd) addreſſing Almighty Gon 
having vouchſafed to regenerate theſe his Servants wil 
Water and the Holy Choſt, and to grant them tht I 
giveneſs of all their Sins, But how different, 
vaſtly different the Caſe at preſent is with the M 
titudes who flock to our modern Confirmations! He 
rude and unſerious they ruſh to receive this i 
Grace! In how perfunctory and ſlight a manner f 
Ceremony is perform'd. What Riot and Dilord 
frequently concludes the Day is too obyious 
the World z and would ſeem, perhaps, inviduu 
ſet in its proper Light, 5 58 
Tour labour'd Apology for the Biſhop's 
that very weighty and ſolemm Declaration over i 
miſcuous Aſſembly, which is ſuppos'd to ind 
many vitious aud corrupt Perlons, is effect 
overthrown by your own juft Conceſion,. . *t 


«if he was, indeed, to declare to each individ 
« Perk 


t Inquiry into the Conſiltution, G, Part I. p. 10% 


(4) 
that Cop had 


« Perſon, by nerated 
« him In * ar with the Holy G and for- 
„ given him all his Sins, it would be a different 
« Cuſe,——Such a Perſon might be tempted theres 
« by to entertain better Thoughts of the State of his 
Soul than he had Reaſon for, and to delude himſelf 
« with deceitful Hopes +,” Behold this, in effect, in- 
diſputably done | For each individual Ferſon, after 
ing heard this folemn Declaration pronounc'd 
over himſelf in common with all the reſt, is pre- 
ſented pr ang by his Pariſh Prieſt z and kneeling 
tefore the Biſhop, feels his conſecrating Hand reſt» 
ng upon his Head, and hears ninszLy diſtinctly 
ud perſonally certified (ass ux 8D from the Biſhop's 
Mouth) that TR Is is a Token of GOD's Favour 
md gracious Goodneſs to him in particular, What 
now, I aſk, is the obvious, the natural Conſtruction 
wich the Perſon puts upon all this! Why ſurely 
leſs he thinks the whole Solemnity a Farce; and 
that the Bi/ſbop and Prieft (his ſpiritual Guides, 


15 1 whoſe Lips are to 7, * Knowledge, and who are 
. v be the Mouth of Gop to him) have conſpired to 


pit a dangerous Cheat upon his Soul, he muſt 
Irongly conclude his Soul to be in a ſafe Caſe; in a 
ate of Favour with God; and a Partaker of that 
I'mgiveneſs which his gracious Goodneſs hath pro- 
am'd in the Goſpel of Chriſt. Whether the 
Lontinuance of this Ceremony, in its preſent Form of 
miniſtration, be either for the Honour of the 
diminitrator, or for the Benefit of the Church ?— 
Whether it hath not an apparent Tendency to che- 
ih a dely ſve Hope, and to ſpeak Peace to ſuch Per- 
M as are not, by the Chriſtian Covenant, entitled 
0 Peace? I with all Humility leave to the Conſi- 
ation of thoſe whom, I thank Gov, it more im- 
Meciately concerns than myſelf j who are to be faiths 
Vin God's Houſe y and to waich for Mens Sauls as 

F 2 thaſa 


U Def, p. 441 


it into the Hearts of thoſe who have it in the 


tend not either to juſtity or explain) you obſerie 
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(6 | 
4 


s 


thoſe who muſt give Account to the Gran avg, 
Arko, who will ſhortly come; before whom it vil 
be a tremendous 4 to have the immortal Squl of 
THOUSANDS requir'd at their Hands, * 


- 


The Terms of MINISTERIAL Conformity bard an 
terrible.—LAv-DisszN T juſtified. —The Rui of 
the Separation. x ; 


EXT after Cox rIiRMAT To I confider'd twy 
other Offices of your Liturgy, viz. Apr 
T10N of the Sick and the Bux AL of the Dead j and 
ſhew'd them, I apprehend, to be liable to maniſe 
and great Exceptions, and to have no friendly Af 
pect upon the Morals and Souls of Men, 1 
— 2 oh in that Opinion by obſerving, the 
amidſt the Variety of #rifling things to which ye 
have deſcended, in the Proſecution of this Debate 
ou have quite overlook'd theſe two impottar 
Pointe z and have not fo much as wrdertaken the 
Defence, It does ſome Honour to your Under 
ſtanding not to attempt to defend what you kno 
to be indeſenſible, but to let ihe Forms lie under t 
Imputations charg*d upon them z till Gop ſhall py 


Power to wipe theſe unhappy Blemiſbes from th 
Face of the Church, 

But as to theſe, and ſome other of your addition 
§plendors (doing Reverence towards the Tal, and 
bowing to the Name of Jesus, which alſo you pr 


od oO => -w — A SS. — — ts Mi. de. 


That theſe are things with which, as a L 
„ man, I have no Concern, As to the Form of 4 
«* ſolution, what has he, for Gop's Sake, to do vil 
* it? If he does not deſign to take Orders in tl 
„Church, and ſo ſubſcribe to the Uſe of the J 
| 3 6& {ur} 


- 


— 


(97 ) | | 
« turgy, tis no Concern of his whether that Foren 
« be defenſible or not *.“ But have not I, dear Sir, 
3 much to do with your Minifterial-Conformity, 
z you with My L- Diſſent? Are you not as much 
oblig'd to vindicate, before the World, your Sus- 
$CRIPTION and Us of theſe Offices in your 
Church; as I am to juſtify my SgraRATION from 
it? Yes, I now therefore call upon you, and charge 
it upon your moſt ſerious deliberate Reflections, at 
you will ſoon anſwer it at a ſupreme and impartial 
Tribunal, to remember and conſider, | 

That you have 1 and in Gop's Preſence 
(Gop that ſearcheth the Heart, and that abhors all 
Prevarication, K{ypeerify, and Deceit, eſpecially in re- 
ligious things) in the ——_ this Gop, I (ay, and 


| in the Face of bis Church, you have declared your 

Aerion ſent and Conſe to ALL and EVERY 

| Trina contained in, and preſerib'd by the Book of 
__ Comm Prayer, Cr. If then there be any own 

h Thing contained in that Book, any or Office or 


Form, irrational, unfit, repugnant to the Goſpel 
— which — wel — 1 — can 
brartily aſſent to, or unfeignedly approve, I appeal to 
= own Mind, I appeal to the whole Woll 

here is the Honour / Where the Chriſtian Simpli- 
city and Godly Sincerity of this ſolemn Declaration 
What, ſhall a Man, a Miniſter, in Gop's Pye. 


n the ence, and appealing to ui as the Searcher of Hearts, 
om declare his VT IIOVID Ass z Nr to things he does 
ot approve, and promiſe his ud Eo Cons kur 
uin to ule Forms in Gop's Worſhip, which he bearrily 
M. a ike ! This is a moſt grievous Yoke ; beheld by 
ou p Unielievers upon the Necks of Chriſtian Miniſters 
ober with mighty Inſults and Scoffs, and which ever 
a LW Friend to the Chriſtian Name ſhould with heartily 
m fd ſee removed. And, | 


This, as before obſerv'd, jaſtiſes moſt fully that 
Sr PAR AT ION from your Church, to which our 
fathers 

® 11 Def, p. 133. 
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10-08 Lay-Men, as ſome of them did z much leſs will 


* 
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CJ 

Fathers were compell'd, and which we at 
continue z when in a moſt unrighteous and ſchiſmg. 
tical manner ſbe caſt out above e thouſand of he 
Miniſters, for not ſubſcribing and . this 
UNFELIONuUD {ſent and Conſent, Theſe _ 
were by this deprived of what they had not forfeited 
deprived of acting as Miniſters by thoſe who had 
no Right, nor Authority, to deprive them of k. 
The Paſtoral Relation therefore undoubtedly re» 
main'd betwixt them and their reſpective Flocksz 
and they acted a lawful, a worthy Part in continuing - 
their minifterial Services, though thus cruelly 
put, \ 

% No, you reply, they ought to have conform'd 


« this juſtify the Laity of thoſe Times z leſs ill the 
« Miniſters and Laity of the preſent in their Sepa- 
« ration ®,” To their immortal Praiſe be it re 
corded, they better underſtood their Rights and their 
Duty as CuRIS T' Subjects, the onLy KING in the 
Church z and, with great Suffering and worldly 
Loſs, enter'd boldly their Proteſt againſt this pre- 
ſumptuous Invaſion of bis Throne ; this ſchiſmatical 
Intruſion of new TERMS of the Chriſtian Meniftry 
and Communion into his Church. The Conditions of 
exerciſing the Chriſtian Miniſtry which the A of 
Uniformity impos'd upon our Fathers, were ſuch as 
no Power upon Earth had a Rrght to impoſe upon 
them : They were ſuch, as if complied with, 
open'd a wide way for innumerable Corruptions, Su- 
rſtitions and Perſecutions to enter and lay waſte 
the Church. Their Subſcription was requir'd to 
new Articles of Faith which CHRIS TH had never 
made; and their unfeigned Aſſent and Conſent to new 
Rites and Forms of Worſhip which neither CHAI857 
nor his Apoſtles had ever appointed or injoin'd : Yea, 
it oblig'd them ſchiſmatically to confine Chriſtian 
Commu- 


* II Def, p. 131, 6 


From * 5 „ = = 7 * A. 


== 
— 


he 
Ye 
e- 
eir 
he 
7 
re · 
cal 
Fry 
of 
of 
28 
on 
th, 
Su- 


| ( 39 ) 
Communion to. thoſe only who would ſubmit to 
of God, and 
„to thoſe 


ab- 


theſe Inventions of Men in the Worſbip 
to deny Baptiſm and the Lord's & 
who by the Conſtitution and Laws of Chrift's Ki 
dom were duly qualifled to receive, and had an 
ſolute Right to them, 

Amongſt others, there are /wo ever-memorable 
Circumſtances from which the flagrant * — 
and TRE of thoſe Proceedings moſt ſtrongly 
appear, 1. That the ime fix'd for the Miniſters 
ſobderibin and aſſenting to the Alterations in the 
Common» Prayer was ſo ſhort, that not one in an hun- 
dred of thoſe who lived remote from London ſaw, 
or could be ſuppos'd to ſee them, before their A/ 
ſent and Conſent was, under ſo ſevere a Penalty, to 
be ſolemnly given. It is a known and certain Truth, 
ſays one“, that the Liturgy, with its Alterations, 
to which they were wnfeignedly 10 aſſent, came not 
out of the Preſs till Bar/bolomew»Eve z the Day en- 
ſuing which was the ultimate time fixed by the A# 
for the Miniſters Subſcription ; ſo all thoſe, 
throughout the Kingdom, who conform'd, except a 
few in London, ſubſcrib'd to they knew not what. 
„The Matter was driven on, ſays Biſhop Burnet, 
* with ſo much Precipitation, that it ſeem'd ex- 
« pected the Clergy ſhould ſubſcribe implicitly to a 
* Book they had never ſeen, This was done by too 
* many, as the Biſhops themſelves inform'd me 
*.“ Could any thing be more unrighteous 
or tyrannical than this ? Ves: For, 

2. The unhappy Miniſters were obliged likewiſe 
to declare ſolemnly, and even to ſubſcribe a notori- 
cus, moſt dangerous and important UNTRUTH, viz. 
That it is not lawful upon any PRETENCE WHATS0- 
EVER 10 take Arms ogainſt the King, or any Com- 
miſioned by him. A Poſition abſolutely ſubverſive 
of the Britiſʒh Conſtitution, and which the Nation 

was 
* Tong of Schiſm, p. 1 50. F Hiſt, of his Time, vol. I. p. 212, Oc. 
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In Gov's 


teous and wiſe PAW 
ter. 
Peyman 


dence) _ openly to ae — to be tra 
teſtable, ſeandalous and falſe, A 


our preſent happy Govennmant, had never take 
lace z but Tyranny and Popery, with all their de 
Curſes, had been bound eternally upon our Net 
But, be aſtoniſh'd, O Heavens! This falſe, this baſh; 
this ſcandalous Declaration, by the Act of Unifor- 
mity, the Miniſters, upon Pain of loſing their Places, 
were oblig'd ſolemnly to make. Our Fathers nobly 
abhor*d it ; ſcorn'd to betray the Rights and Lis 
berties of their Country, and to be Tools of arb. 
trary Power. For this Heroic Refuſal they were 
caſt cruelly from their Churches, and deliver'd'up, 
with their ſtarving Families, to extreme Sufferings 
and Diſtreſs “. | PA ths 4 
This, Sir, was the ſhameful, the tyrannical Yoke, 
which the Ad of Uniformity would have put upon 
the Necks of our illuſtrious Predeceſſors ; and to 
which, as CHRIsSTIANns and as PROTESTANTS they 
bravely ſcorn'd to ſubmit, Noble was the STAND 
which they made in Defence of Chriſtian Liberty 


endTruth, Glorious will their Names ever ſhine in 


the Britiſh Annals, whilſt Yirtue and Integrity are ſa- 
cred amongſt us. Peace and everlaſting Honour 


* « By the A of Uniſermity, ſays Mr, Locle, all the _y of L 
« land are oblig'd to ſubſcribe and declare, That it it not lawful upon av 
« Pretence whatever to take Arm againſt the King This they readily co. 
* plied with +, For you muſt know that ſort of Men are taught rather 
« to obey, than widerfland. And yet that Bartholomew-Day was fatal th 
« our Church and Religion, by I out a very great Number 
“% Worthy, learned, plous, orthodox Divine: who could not come up tt 
* this Oath, and other things in that A#, And fo great was the 
in carrying on this Church- Affair, and fo blind the Obedience Fe 
« quir'd, that if you compute the time of paſſing this £44, with that 
 allow'd for the (% y to ſubſerlbe the Book of Common-Prayer th 
« eftablifſh'd, you will And It could not be printed and diftributed, 
„as that ove Man In ven could have ſeen and road the Book they 
ald fo perfectly % nt and _ to.“ Main, Col, p. 61. 

Our tue thouſand worthy Predeceſſors excepted: i. 


berty | | 
ly primitive, Simplicity ty | 

ba thei Miniſters \thus,. ſuffer'd-y Kn e in- 
glorious then, 
gee unjuſt, to 


inſt the ſchiſmatical, unchriſtian, impoſing Spi- 
Fahich then: lifted. itſelf up, — 


(riftian Fortitude-was awaken'd alſo in La v: r 


ind, we hope, daily advances to the final and ever - 
laſting Overthrow of Bigotry, Church -Tyranny and 
Perſecution from the Earth.) The 

« the dangerous and Han, Sh and U/urpation 
won the Rights of Conſcience, which a Party, of 
brdly Men were ſetting, up in the Church of C. 


the Principles of Chriſtian Liberty. And Gop 


noting ſincere Piety, Sobriety and rue in all ſue · 
deding Times, | 


Habllſhment which I am defending in theſe Letters, 
AStPARATION, Which as it Was founded u 

Unſtian and juſt Principles, ſo it has matvellouſly 
lubſiſtec, ks great worldly Diſcouragements, 
Irengthen'd and upheld, we truſt, by the mighty 
Pier of Gop, And by the /ame mighty Power, we 
lope, will (till be upheld, till his Merey (Mall dif- 
ple the Hearty of our Brettiren Who liave a/ u. 
W, to receive us again, | * 


and in the hlgheſt De- 
ve forſaken their ejected Pas 
on; and not have born their Witneſs with chem 
| ang nk _ 
diſgraceful Yoke upon the (Diſciples , of . Ghryf, 
Through the Favour of Heaven, a noble Spirit of 


(ind its Mercy be prais'd, ſtill lives 3 beats high » = 
ſaw and deteſt- 
They ſtuck faſt to their. injured Miniſters, and to 
hath eminently bleſſed their Churches for the pro- 
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Aland before my Ju box with Confidence at lat. 
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: Ay & Den, Sir, 1 conſider the 6 4, 
Cunts ia LinznTy us 4 Depofits © 

mitted to me by Gor, for whith I A Wks 
hath y charg d me, and every 
mitted 4o n,. to fight the good Fight of Faith N. 


If I fee then the Simpticity and Liberty of "the GOhi 


21 corrupted and infring'd by the Inventions, Tl 
ditions — Commandments of Men; the Unity 
of the Church broken by net Terms of C | 

and new Articles of Faith impos'd upon d Dil 
ciples. If I ſee things ridiculous “, ſuperſtition 
erronious . brought into the Church, «tid 
a Part of Chriftian Worlhip z things dangews'< 
Mens Souls, and which give them wrong Wogen 
of the Terms of Salvation and Acceptin& wil 
Gop, and which manifeſtly tend to cheriſit'a fulb 
and deluſrve Peace 5. In this Caſe, though "Zi, 
I am bound to enter my Proteſt, and to dethn 
openly my Diſſent, as I would not be condethrft 
as a Betrayer of my sAchzD -Txusry and would 


SE CT vn. 
Several g 900 Maazya sz A TioU8 the Diſantr. 
£ correfied, 1 „ 


Proceed next to what you ſeem to glory in « 
the peculiar Excellence of your Letters, but which 
will ſoon appear, to your very 11 U r, their 
Folble and Diſgrace, vis, Your retorting upon Div 
| $BNTIR 

Reading the ſpurious, romantic, apoe Tales, 
1 1 ous at the Name of %%; and worſhipping towards dhe 


t Several of the Articles, eſpecially the XXth, and the dnmnawy 
Clauſes of the Athanafian Creed. 


© © The Abſolution of the Sick, the Burial Office and Confirmation 
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nh in Divine z —— that there are us- 
Iuros 1T10u8 eur ſalu. 
You here force me to call ee Sir, 10 Un 
go the Mortification of ſeeing. yourſelf, 
ore the World a falſe Accuſer 
uro at the Lord's-Supper you 
inc . and with great Variety | 
ze, moſt confidently alerted, « to be really 1 
70s U by 19 be CONSTANTLYy (INVARI- 
4BLY and UNIVERSALLY aii among fs . 
That it it NBYBR allou d to be DEPARTED from. 
That our Miniſters 1n$18T upon and REFUSE 10 
““ with much more to the ſame Pur - 
ie, This now is a Charge, not only abſolutely 
e but (which is @ very aggravating Circum- 
ce, and muſt ſhock l Character and 
lit before the World ou had fin i ts 
un. For, noſe read in Dr. 
nef Account, He. a moſt — Declaration 
CH THING Was at all impoſed amongſt us, but 
our Communicants were AT LI MXT Y 10 uſe their 
x PosTuRs, I again put you in mind of this, 
le you have not yet Fad the Honour to own 
len of this Chang, and publickly to re» 
t it, I can aſſure the Public, are no leſs 
kn ſeven Ao, diſſenting Churches in my own 
Kgibourh in whiche the Poſture either of 
"g or kneeling at the Lord's Supper has con» 
tly been practiſed for many Years (though 
bme of hem the Perſons are now 4) and 
without the leaſt Offence to any of the 
nor Diſlike of the Miniſters,—-Jodge, Reader, 
* What Regard is to be paid to the Repreſen» 
Ws of this zealous Cenſor! and how juſtly he des 
G 2 ſcribes 
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ſcribes himſelf encountering with OH, "andy 
i th DW 7 RR One 
With equal Raſhneſs you affirm'd, and ill. 
ly maintain, That telling in Fatilly Pry 
d ALWAYS' ani by Diflenters y this, 
% 1MKPoser and comMAnDty by the Muſter bf th 
« Fami upon his Children and Her vante, by bj 
T Nighlfying his 'Mind to thetn, and le þ 
% know, onee for All, he would have them fe 
Upon « particular Enquiry I aſſure the Public, 

1 cannot And the leaſt Trace of any fuch <1 

of Sign(fiention of the Maſter's Mind in any Nam 
of 1 = that, In their Fam! 4 5 
an a Foſture very frequently uſtdi-and of 
400 d in Point of UF He. Toene 
Diffenters in the Kingdom, The Matter (6 & 
telling to merit many Words, But, t e x 
ſee how utterly wyſt you are for the 

ſume, I will take you from the „ 
miſerably grepe, and lead you to a Light Whi 
will a little diſconcert your Countenance b 
quainting you, that at the /byes principal Diſſent 
Academies in the Southern Parts of Enyland, vi 
Northampton, Taunton, and Bridgwater, 7 hath bi 
the general, if not the conſtant, unvaried Ul 
both of Tutors and Students, to 8TAND' at Fi 
Prayer. Theſe are the Nurſeries where moſt of 
Diſſenting Gentlemen and Miniſters in England 
been form'd z whoſe Cuſtom therefore muſt natur 
have a wide and ſtrong Influence upon Multit 
of diſſenting Families throughout the whole L 
See now with what Frutb, with what Honour, 
Diſcretion you bolt your random Cenſures at 
religious Conduct of your Neighbours! and fee! 
juſt Pain with which they rebound and wound 


own Head! 


 ® II Def, p. 70,74 


4 1 0640) e 5 
But what heightens our Perverſeneſs and Incon- 
Mency, is this 5 that at the ſame time that we thus 

A Av worſhip bneeling in our Familits, and 2 4 
If COMMANDS A, OG it u a its Members : 

« Yet in our Prayers at Church, there, it ſeetns, 

« we always hand y and it 18 little leſs than impoſed 

« ypon our People] for ſo great and general is the 

„ Diſcountetance that Mweeling lies under, that it 

u requires ſome Courage and Reſolution for any one 

(6 venture upon It y and if ANY oNs dhe you. 

« ſay it again, he Witt, be ens age for 2 #.% 

A charge not more bed, than It Is growndiet and 

e. * One Congregation, you have fald, you 

4 can name, Where great Offence was glyen by « 

« Perſon kneeling at her Prayers.“ But you have 
publlekly been told, by an Authority wel grin pr 
which J preſume you durſt not contradiet, hat the 


whole Account is & MISRBPABSENTAPFION 4 of which 
tbe moſt awtbentie Evidence 1s ready to be progur'd T 
Did Fnot juſtly ſay, that your Informers had 

yu ill? an conſeious of his own Darkneſs, - 


_ be cautious into what Hands he delivers him» 

ell UP, ' 

Beſides could you have made good the Charge, 
not againſt one only, but even an bundred of our 
Churches; will this juſtify the Univer/ality and Po. 
fitiveneſs of your Aſſertion, that if any ons kneels 
amongſt us, be WILL BE CENSURED for it? This 
publickly accuſes not one only, nor an hundred, but 
ALL the Diſſenting Churches of this ridiculous 
Weakneſs , which yet you cannot prove upon any 
fingle one of them all, The Reproach therefore 
comes back with great Force upon your ſelf. 
have made no extenſive Enquiries on this Head, 
but can take upon me to affure you, there are no 
leſs than fix or ſeven of our Congregations near me 

l believe there are many more) where KNEELING af 
8 public 

® Il Def. p. 22. I Chandler's Caſe of Subſcrip- p. 14 
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Us, 
5 7 lp een . beld | us that 
e t i among js us , 
« Sacrament is for — but PERFECT and . 45 
* MATE Chriſtians.” After multiplying on this 
_ many Words to little Purpoſe, unleſs it be 
to ſhew the Reluctance with which you do it, you 
are at laſt forced to reira?. this injurous Impu» 
tation as to the Preſbyterians * (who are by far the. 
greater Part of the Diſſenters) and acknowledge it 
to be falſe. You might have done the ſame by the 
Independents, whom you ſtill leave under its Weight, 
For though they are generally more minute, 1 
fear, in enquiring after Proofs of the Sincerig of a 
Man's Chriſtianity than the Scriptures authoriſe 
them; yet there is ſcarce one to be found, I believe, 
amongſt the moſt rigid of them all, who will not 
declare, that every six RE Chriſtian hath a Ri 
to the Lord*s Fable, For do they not all acknowledge 
that every ſuch Perſon is become, by the Goſpel 
Covenant, a Child of Gon, and a Brother of IBU. 
CunisT? Will the moſt rigid Independent ſay, 
that ſuch have not a Right to eat of the ſacr 
Supper? No, the Truth of Grace, they will tell you, 
be it in ever ſo weak a State, intitles to the Sacra» 
ment, You wrong them therefore much by fay+ 
ing, that they hold it /o belong to non but Pak» 
FECT and CONSUMMATE Chriſtians. | 
Thus groundleſs and ill —— Sir, are the 
Defamations of your — rethren, which your 
Ear hath been wide extended greedily to receive, 
and your Hand ſo officious to publiſh to the m_ 


— MM x Mei ©» . e er Er oo 


SS = 'T2Eg9%qS 5 = X2.= eee. 


dad. p 30. ( 


"Un 


der, 1'bebect; 508, the Cound of a Friend/ 
Fu way far from you that little, 22 
manly, bigorted Spirit by which' ® Thu 40% 160 
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« Faithful to foun the Converſation au Company 
4 gur ae bring vo roR 1008 Au 
1 and not to have any intimate unitceſſary ants 
« with them, or Familiarity in common Li 
dulge the more Chriſtian and Catholic 
Dr. Nichols recommends, who informs the World 
with Pleaſure ** of the charitable Core e, and 
« fri? Degree of Friendſbip which ſub/efts betewint rhe 
« eftabliſh'd Clergy and ſome of the Diſſenting I 
« ters s.“ Tis becauſe they het one another Ho 
more, that they do not love each other better. Se 
begets Eſtrangement, Eſtrangement Avetſion, and 
foerfion prepares the Mind not only to receive with 
Pleaſure, but induſtriouſiy to pre groſs Miſ- 
repreſentations, falſe Accuſations, ſcandalous and 
little Things, utterly without Foundation, and con- 
trary to Truth, 

Had you freely converſed with the Diffenting Mz 
tifers around you, as the learned Doctor adviſes, 
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Kation, which your injurious Accounts both of their 
Principles and Practice have now unhappily drawti 
pon you. Cultivate at length, Sir, a familiar Ac. 
ſuaintance with them. Their Acquaintance will do 
you Honour; will edify and enlarge your Mind; 
vill give you juſter Notions of Men and of Things 
than a mere College Education is capable of doing, 
ind prepare you for that happy World where Bi- 
ttry and Party-Zeal no more alienate pious Spirits, 
but where ALL the Children of Gop are gathered to- 
her in ons, From them would have leatn'd 
—that the Ceremonies of the Sweeping Cloak, 
f kneeling at Ordination, of the People's holding 
ip their Hands at that Solemnity, of ſtriking a Co- 

venant 

Let, II. p. 8. Let. I. p. 83 + Nieh. Def, p. 149» 
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you had ſaved yourſelf a good deal of public Morti« 


r 1 p N 
y v4 % 7 n _- 
| "uy 
[1 1 * 
* 7 9 


(a) 3 ji 
| nt with 292 of giving the Ne 
Baptiſm,. are moſt m never uſed at I 
the greater Part of the diſſenting Churches ; and 
the other not the leaſt impoſed ; full Liberty is given 
to uſe, or to uſe them not; no Streſs is laid Upon 
them ; much leſs are they made indiſpeh/ible Terms 
of Chriſtian Communion z as Spon/ers, the Groſt, 
and kneeling are with you. They would, move- 
over, have told you, what you ſeem not to'know, 
that "tis not the mere ng Ceremonies, againſt 
which Diſſenters object, ſo much as the imp 
them; the laying 4 freſt upon them ; the oval» 
dering them as Decorations and Improvements of 
Chriſtian Worſhip z not only «/efu/, but Mes- 
$ARY Inflitutions (as you had the Irreverence to your 
divine Lawgiver to pronounce concerning 72 5 
and the making Compliance with their T. 
Reception into the Family and Church of G. 
And finally, they would have told you, that Mei 
uncovering the Head in Prayer, is by no mem 
mere Ceremony, but a Circumſtance or AR of War 
ſhip, which ſeems dictated by the Light of Nature 
and is commanded by an Apoſtle, 1 Cor. Al. 3, 
1 and that therefore, your placing biz In the 
nk of Ceremonies practiſed by Diſſenters, was (to 
return your own Com r moſt certainly 4 
very beedle/t and wrong-beaded thingy 
© The Neglect of private faſting," is another 
Charge you advance againſt us, “ and infiſt conf 
— that pou were in the right in ſaying It wal 
very little, if at all, practis'd amongſt us J.“ Dil 
ſenters, Sir, I preſutne, have read that Inſtruion 
— * _ — vi, 72 *** 15 = 
, anoint thy Head, and waſh thy Fact \ 
— appear not unte Men to 70 but to thy Raule 
which is in Heaven, Though they affect not i 
Aouriſh with their Yigils and Lea“ (whleh as 


*1l Def, 5, 47. 
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&rrow they ſee turn'd into little elſe than a rel. 
ous Farce by too many around them) nor, like the 
luriſee are oſtentatious in telling Gop and he 
Werld how often they faſt y yet this Duty, I am per- 
ſuded, is practiſed with much Seriouſnels amongſt 
them, Beſides the excellent Diſcourſe of Bennet, to 
which you were refer'd, you call for more Tracts. 
dee another on the ſame Subject in the Morning 
Exerciſe by Barter; and from the Lives of the two 
Hers, Allen, Baxter, Troſs, be, partivularly of the 
ate moſt ingenious and pious Abernetby, you may 
karn what are their "_— Sentiments and Prac- 
tice as to this Matter. In many of their Churches 
there are ſtated periodical Faſts, beſides the perſonal 
domeſtic ones, Which upon extraordinary Occaſions 
tre not unuſual amongſt them. 

But was it poſſible you ſhould ſo alertly attack us 
on this Head, when you knew it In our Power with 
ſuch Advantage to retort! If “ you have met with 
" no Sermon or Tracts of Diſſenters recommend- 
ing private FA“ Pray, have you met with 
Iny which diſcourage and forbid them? But, have 
Jou never yet met with your own LXXIId Canon 
wich ſays, “ No Miniſter ſhall without Licence of the 
" Biſbop, under bis Hand and SAAL, keep any 
"WLIMN FASTS either publickly of in any pa- 
VAT Hovens, other than ſuch as are appointed 
" by Law, nor be preſent at any of them I under 
ein of Sus oN for the 750 Fault, Ex- 
" COMMUNICATION for the ſecond, and of Dxpo« 
"TION from the Minifiry for the third," This, 
lf, is the exalted Foot, upon which the Duty of 
Mate Fafting ſtands in your Church! Could any 
A be more wiſe, more pertinent, or more 
than the Cenſures you deal us here? 

A to the Poſture of AT AND IN O af — Prayer, 
hit which alſo you had the 6 acity ſharply to re- 
ßend un; beſides the you arlety of Seripiure 
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: (50 „ We 
xamples which I produc'd in its Juſtification, 
A ſince, bom a learned Hand „i 
Proofs from Juſtin Martyr, Irenæus, Clemens of . 
andria, Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, the 
Conſtitutions, Ferome and Auſtin, that it was the Pl. 
ture in which the Chriſtian Churches univerſally 
offer'd up their public and moſt ſolemh Addreſs 
to Gop through all the Primitive Times, hg 
lJuckly is your Hand, that the Bolts you fling it iy, 
as Debaſers of the Public Worſhip, Cc. light ited 
upon the Heads of ſome of the moſt ſacred and we. 
nerable Perſons which either Scripture or A 
holds out to your View! 

« But the Inſtances of Abyabam, Moſer, 
t el, Be. 8fANDING in Prayer ſerves, you by, 
k to little Purpoſe z unleſs it were alſo ſheWn, thit 
« they were Inſtances of ſuch Ample mere andiy 
« jy practiſed in our Congregations F.“ Tea thy 
are full to our Purpoſe z becauſe it appears not ſom 
the /acred Story, but they were Inſtances of etl 
ſuch frple mere ſlanding as is uſed amongſt us, A 
to the other Ge/lures of Devotion which your ne 


— 


= oz =» 22 2 0 


_ would ſupply, tbe SRI TUR e my 4 
ilent z and your fertile Imagination, Sir, you WORN |, 
excuſe us from accepting as a proper Supplement x 
the Word of Gop, N 0 
„The primitive Chriſtians, it ſeems, canhot . 

* imagin'd to do no more than barely d wall. 
„ their Feet,——No, they prayed with Haag. 
« ſpread, and with Eyes lift up toward Heaven =. 
Hence then we infer, fir, That they did not . | 
their Prayers from a Book, There were no L k 
in thoſe Days. But the Paſtor, as J Mov 
and Origen ſay, offer'd up Prayers and Praiſes M br 
Go b on Wnayu; g bare Ina according to Bis Power, d dig 
as be was able, But, ſecondly, by the Account vag 7, 
Rs 0 


* Chandler's Caſe of Subſerip. p. 11, 13. (} n | 
1 11 Def, p. 77. 


„ 
both Cyprian and Tertullian give of their Gefture and 
Manner, the public Prayers in Diſſenting Churches 


« Stamus ad Orationem,.— Cum Modeſtia Hu- 
« militate adorentes, Sc.“ We $T AND at Prayer,--- 
adoring with Modeſty and Humility, that wwe may 
the more effettually commend our Prayers to Gop z 
wt even lifting up our Hands bigb, but moderately 
and decently, no nor boldly elevating our Faces, For 
the Publican whoſe Countenance af well as Prayers was 
1VMBLE ad DEJECTED, Went away juſtified ratber 
then the ſawcy Phariſee, | 

When you have ſedately conſidet*d the Contents 
of this Seton, you will ſee Cauſe, Sir, once more 
to reſume your cen/orral Rod, and to lay it ſmartly 
on your ef condemning heartily your own Teme- 
My, in preſuming to write ſo freely about Per/ons 
and Things you knew ſo little of j and to pronounce 
__ upon Matters you had fo lightly ex- 


amin 
Though this Article of your Mia N A- 
ions might be vaſtly enlarg'd, I conclude with a 
freſh flagrant Inſtance of it , which ſhews your 
Honour and Juſtice in a very unfavourable Light, 
and too plainly demonſtrates that your Zeal for the 
Church hath juſt eaten them up. It is the Caſe of 
* a Diſſenting Miniſter in Cambridge, whom you 
* knew z and who, you affirm, declared from his 
* Pulpit, that the Common-Prayer-Book bad damn d 
„more Souls, than the Bible bad ſaved 3 for which 
* he was indicted, and had his public Trial as a 
* Depraver of i..“ Here you ſtop ſhort, and 
lade that injur'd Gentleman z yea, you tranſmit 
lim to Poſterity, under the Scandal of the In- 
litment, without having the „ and the 
/irue to inform the World of the Event of it, 
wich you could not but alſo tu. tba after a 
H 2 long 
# Torts de Orat · Cap · 23. + UD. . 1%. 


vaſtly more reſemble it than thoſe offer d in yours, 
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N At Hearing, on **. gun, th 
Maroon any Arey LIT ED, Ti <1 
3 Inſtance of parat „ Injuſtige u 4 
of ob e reſentation, as al virtuous and wiſh Me 
I bebold,, with Indignation, and as, I am ſute 
Ys. x, a good denl of Pain in the Review 
f A injur'd Miniſter (Mr. Jo 
ſinee Dubliſhed (printed at C= 
n 1737) which I cannc 
From thence. It fully pp 
by, Jos Mr., Hue ey ſpake HONOUR ABLY, nc 
ge of the Common-Praver, in the Sc 
"8; er g. to; and that he deſerv'd highly thi 
ad Triumph: over his Enemies which th 
* Country gave him; but which youin 
e IIS to blaſt and ſupprels F. 


ter VIII. 


is . not” INCONSISTENT in. Submitting 10 fn 
 Certironirs, and refuſing hers, 


118 is aribther Charge advahc'd vigerdul 
galäſt us. Ihe Ceremonies of Ma 
t und of Burial to which we conforin, afe it 
oi ip the lache aner, by the Tame Aube 
* ard in ine fame Plact ( 6 Cola 

the other Cetetnonies A Kites e 10 b 
0 On you pi lt. ts af ſtunning D , 
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hich you ine 


join'd other things of a«religtous. nature” 


C "1 
ulty,_ vt = — U 

10 peler bod the Marriage Ceremonies \ "web ” 
« than = me of —— and 2 8 Vt 
„Supper am fru rprized, 75 Tor . 5 VF 
mere Ne obweb, entangles you. Pray, W 1b" AIG 
Common» Prayer | Is it any thing int © Warld D 
mere Sarue or AR of Parent 2 en 
truly ſuch, and nothing but ſucks avant N 


our Books of Law, Now. as the 
this Salute injoined ſome n HSE of a: ods 
which belong therefore to his 


he has a Right to injoin to eſe THER — 7. 
mit: But as he has alſo, in the ſume Statue . 


21 : bs. 14 
«ah 
to Baptiſm and the Lord's Su r 


pper) whichy we 
apprehend, belong to anatber Kingdom ee 3 2 2 


of Jesus CHR1$T 3 to whom, and 6b kiLDRE,: - i 
60D the Supreme Governor hasapproptitned'; 3 18 
ſhings; as to theſe, we crave Leave to We hes | 5 e 
Submiſſion, and chuſe 76 obey: GOD e 5 


Man. And behold, the very Majiſtrate whwmads - - 
the Statute, has indulg'd us herein | has r bub. 
Obedience in the Points as to which wecrup 0 a0 x 
bas repeal'd the Obligation of th L 2 5 
ate rs; and allows them to act in theſe; xhi 
& their Judgment ſeems beſt ! Is inert z 
in the leaſt difficult or entangliug in all this & e 1 
But upon this Suppoſſtion al dur Obe 
« the Buriat- Office us Reaſbns againſt Cg e 4 1 
| 3 7 
1 
« 


* fall to the Ground. Fort if the whble Trans 
" tion be a political thing und the Getitle | Ft 
* ficiating is, in det, tio other thu ul * 688 
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doe whom it deputes to officiate in this Put df 
its — — and boch things; 
if it commands them to ſay that black is whitty ts 
nce ſolemnly a Man ſaved, whom they thitk' 
verily to be %; and to thank Gob that in bir grew 
Mercy bt bath taken to himſelf an abominable Sinner, 
when in their Conſciences they believe that Gop 
took him away in Wrath, and hath driven him frow 
hit Preſence to eternal Darkneſs below, w=—iy the 
Officer, will you ſay, who is to pronounce and 90 
do this, not at all concern'd therein? Nor that Branth 
of the Adminiſtration in which he officiated at all 
wounded in its Honour or Reputation thereby? Moſt 
deeply, no doubt, And all virtuous and good Men, 
by the eternal Regards they owe to ROT tons. 
Nis and Tav rn, ought openly to proteſt againſt 
ſuch public Violations of them z and to declare thelr 
Diſlike of ſuch Proſtitution _—_— things, 

Yhe Church, your learned Warburton * tells you, 
bar, by Contract of Alliance, ren up ber By: 
PREMACY in Matters eccleſiaſtical, and ber Iubs⸗ 
PANDENCY (0 the State, The StAtt, In Conſt 

ence of this, hath drawn up for het, Ariel of 

u and Forms of public Worſoip, which It requite 
the Church to erde and to %% - Hard F 
of unhappy Ghweb ! To come as Pupll to 
STATs#, to aſk what ſhe muſt believe, and % 
muſt worſhip 4 yea, to be forced folemnly to 
feribe Auris, Which ſhe by no means believe 
and to % Foxms of Public Worſhip, which il 

reatly diſlikes | But, is there no Prevarication, nd 
Few, ho n in all this? No; the rA 
hath communded it y and we are to be S to 1 
Higher Powers, and to obey theſe who the Rult 
over ut, "Tis not for a Man's priva/e Conſcience to 
kick againſt the PupLtc but if any one dare 


ſay. . That either of the AA T1010 f * 
| N 
Þ Alllange, Av pi By 1 
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„ PART Crfongous ; or that the Book of Commonts 
PRAYER canin, ANY THING in it contrary i Scrip 
fur; your IVth and Vth Canons thunder out upon 
him ip/o falto, a moſt terrible Excommunication, and 
cut him off, as a wicked Wreich, from the Body of 
CH r187T,— Excellent Conſtitution this quite 
holy and apoſtolic | moſt heavenly and divine! 
bearing upon every Part a — and — Im- 
reſs of the Character of Jus CAA r What 
onder, if the Dignity of the Pries Character 
ſinks ? If Religion is ridiculed, and its Sacred Things 
treated with Drollery and Jeſt ? It is impoſſible, we are 
told, but Offences will come 4 but wo br to that Man |! 
wo be to thoſe Chriſtians, whoſe hypocritical and 
corrupt Conduct lays theſe Stones of Numb ling in the 
Way of Infidels and Papiſts | and &y ue, the Ofo 
fence cometh | i 


SECT IX, 


The egreglon Abſurd! e Pads vr IAA 
OM and A Hoh Ordinatione 


E come next to the much conteſted Polnt of 
Orders or Ordination, as to which you are 
wont to make a mighty ſolemn Parade, The de- 
verity with which you nullify the Beater Ordl- 
nation, though the 1 with that of all the 
Wlytrious Chureber Fnor r Ants abroad, when 
at the ſame time you are ſo complalſant as to ac» 
V alidity of the Ordinations of the 

rc 


the 
Rome, is a Conduct ſo extraordinary as 
one cannot eaſily comprehend, The Hands and the 
devouteſt Prayers of a Company of truly virtuous, 
religious and Chriſtian Pu ABE VTI AS, In Scotland or 
Geneva, are not fo efficacious, It ſeeme, to ſend a 


Man forth a TRus Min{/er in the Church of 
l EI © 
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an antichriſtian, idolatroud, perſerutii Wd 


| hs moſt learned, religious Paziaytiny wh 


ſhop in the Ceremony of his 


(669). 
Cun ter, ad the Hands and fu 


Bino of Jh or Sp.. No j le Diet of 
dained by one of het, come over to the Church of 
land z he ſhall be received as'a' n Min 

wily ordained ! But, let another; ordaltied! 


Germany, Hungary or the whole World can 
come over alſo to x, mW Church, this protefant Ohureh 
his Ordeys ſhall be pronounced VALtby het 
ſubmit to be orduin'd of of oh The Gur ul ad: 
mitted, as one vibe and duel enter'd « Poe ii 
the Chriſtian Me becauſe a Biſhop's _ - 
laid upon him, though with a great nt 
lous, promos and fooliſh Rites ; an To 
he was al no — 1 — Biſhop, but an A 
tate from ty, an open and avowed 8 
and rr of the Fhek © of Enn ter 4 pen, the 
the Church alſo into which, by that Ceremony, be 


was enter d NN 4 favs Cube, 
28 goo Nears paſt, norbing can be more rem 
41 e Arn, the gh fot 0 ft to the Minilty 


by the moſt fervent and hely Prayers 1 the — hay 

long labourtd in the Cre of Gon n with . 

ligenee and Suceefh 4 has ſuffer'd, perhaps, 

all for the Sake of Cyntiir and by 

* OY from the in he idplatront pod Jo 
te 


I 
10470 the 12 177 i ) for not bay 


olatraus and cruel 8 
— he Is con» 
ſider'd but as a mere Layman in this 1. 
Church of England; he ſhall' not, cannot, be se- 
- uae by us wy Minifter of Jusvs * 177. 
ow my _ and quite niſhing e 
tiality of this | f ha 0 8 
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But let us hear your Cenſure on. the Mendon 
« Our Miniſters are not duly ordain'd to their Office : 
« their Miniſtrations' are moſt certdinly irregu- 
« |ar 3 an Unneceſſiiry and wanton, If not 4 factious 
« Neparture From! the tive Order, and there- 
« fore thoſe WH them cannot that. | 
« (ich Ordinances will be bleſſed to them, nor can 
u they be to:Gop'*,” And concerning de 
elubliſhed rien' Church of Seon, ya uf. 
— ' The} having renounced. Ep icopacys 
and their Ordination: being tr Com 
uu, LON can Be weber hare wer AWI Uu tf A 
noſt ſchiſmatical and raſh Judgmenty which | 
wmdemns ALL the Iuſtrious ns rron MD Churches 


Holland, Switzerland, 2 Poland, Hun- 
a ee They Alb Nkewilh have res 


houne'd e their tons therefore muſt 

be —.— an thei Communion neither % nor 

Mt to give vou, Sir, more juſt and favourable 

Ipreffions of Ordination by 2 

Men little your Eifteern of that 

which you pique yourſelf ſo weh, I recom» 

men to your Cenſideratien the fellewing things: 

1 That Ter was ordain'd by the i en of 

Hand: of the PU AU VVIA V, 1 %. Iv, 1 

That Paul and Barnabas were ordained by certain 

ts and Tearbery in the Church of Anderh, and 

ot by any Bisnop (of whom there is not-a Word 

N all that Solemnity )-prefiding in that City, Aﬀs 

lll, 1, 2, 3,.— And that it is a well known, ac- 

kowledg*d, inconteſtible Fact that Preſbyters," in 

celebrated Church of Alexandria, ordain'd even 

eit own Biſbops for more than 200 Years in the 

weſt Ages of Chriſtinity. PW eee 

2. Biſhops and Preſbyters are in Scripture the very 

ez and are not a diſtin Order or Office in the | 
I Chriſtian 

* Let L. p74, 7440 f lDd pigs 
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(88 ) 
Chriſtian Church. The Church at Philipp 
two Orders of Church-Officers 
Biſhops and Deacons, Philip, I. 1. 
Name, Office, Work of a Biſbop and 
the ſame, appears from Tit, 1 5, 7. 
left I thee in Crete, that thou ſbo 
ters in City, ror a Biſhop myſt be 
Paul called the Pre/oyters together, and 
them, Afr xx, 27, 28, To take heed 10 the 
over which the HoLy GnosT had made them Bi 
SHOPS Emiexones, SO 1 Pet, v. 1, 2, The Patipy- 
TERS _ you I exbort, who alſo am a PRI. 
TER, feed the Flock of GOD among you, perſorning 
the Office of BIsnops mioxonells, =. 

The Superiority of Biſhops to Preſbyters is not 
only by the firſt Reformers and Founders of the 
Church of England, but by many of its moſt learned 
and eminent ors ſince z not pretended to be of 
divine, but only of human Inſtitution ; not 
upon Scripture, but only upon the Cuſtom or Ord- 
nances of this Realm. The Truth is, that in tht 
« New Teſtament there is no Mention of any Degrit 
« or Diſtinfion of Orders, but only of Dx acons « 
« Miniſters, and of Px IESTS or Biſbops . ſays 
a Declaration of the Function, Ic. which was fign'd 
by more than thirty-ſeven Civilians and Divine, 
amongſt whom were thirteen Bishops *. The Book 
intitled the Inſtitution of a Chriſtian Man ſubſcrib d 
by the Clergy in Convocation and confirm'd 
Parliament, owns BisHops and PRESBYTERS 
Scripture to be the ſame, And that the main Ground 
of ſettling epiſcopal Government in this Nation wal 
not any Preter.ce of Divine Right, but the Gu. 
nience of that Form of Church-Government to the 
State and Condition of the Church at the time of 
the Reformation, your learned Stilling fleet + affirms 
and proves it to be the Sentiment of ay 


* Bitnet's Hiſt, Ref. Vol, 1. Ap. p. 361, + trenle: Ch. Vitt p 44 
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other chief Reformers both In Rad 
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3. It deſer vesy our ſerious Conſideration whether 
the Conſtitution and Frame of the Church of 
land, SACERDOTAL Ordination be really at all 
to the making a valid Miniſter, and to the 
giving Succeſs and Efficacy to his Miniſtrations z 
or, whether there is, really, any sven Ordination 
in the Church of England at all ? It ſeems clearly 
the Sentiment of our firſt- Reformers that it was not z 
and that they eſtabliſh'd the Church of England 
agreeable to this Plan, For in a ſelect Aſſembly of 
Divines, conven'd by the Authority of King Ea. 
ward VI. for the ſetling Important Poin:s relatin 
to Religion, it was determin'd, as may be preſum? 
from a recorded Opinion of Archbiſhop Cranmer 
their Preſident.— , That though in the Ad- 
miſſion of Biſhops, Parſons, Vicars, and other 
« Prieſts to their Office, there be divers comely 
« Ceremonies and Solemnities uſed (he ſpeaks chiefly 
* of Ordination) yet #heſe be not of Neceſſity, but 
only for good Order and ſeemly Faſhion, For if 
«* ſuch Offices and Miniſtrations were committed 
* wITHOUT ſuch Selemnity, they were neverthe- 
I 2 6. 
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dee a Letter of Dr. Raynold: of Oxford on this Head; where he de- 
elares the Sameneſs of Biſhops and Priefs, or that they have equal Au- 
thority and Power by Gov's Word to have been the Judgment of St. 
Paul, Chryſoftom, Fereme, Ambroſe, Auſtin, Theodorus, Primaſins, Theophyla, 
Orumenius, Aenſelm, Gregory ,Gratian, the Waldenſes, Wickliffites, Huſfiter, Tc, 
Neal, Hiſt. Purit, vol. I, p. 497- 

Archbiſhop Bencyoft and the reſt of the Biſhops with him own'd tbe 
Ordination of Preſbyters to be valid, and therefore refus'd to re-ordain 
the SriſÞ Preſbyters who were then to be made Biſhops, declaring, 
That ts doubt it, 4048 to doubt whether there were 9, lf Vocution in 
"ot of the d Churches, Archbiſhop Speſwoed's Hiſt: p. $14: The 
biſhops of Scotland, when Epiſcopaty was ſettled there, never required the 
rage * to take ec! Ordination, n Burnet's 

"dt; p. 54, By: 
* 1 Bxttadt from Archbiſhop Gremmer's M. 8. Milling: tren, Chap: 
eie 
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& leſs. truly committed, And there is ud m 
& Promiſe of Gop that Grace is given in th 
& mitting of the eccleſiaſtical Office, than it iin ii 
6 committing the civil. A Biſhop. may mae 
„ Prieſt by the Scriptures, and ſo may rim 
* Governors alſo, and that by the Authority of Gap 
* committed to them; and the People alſa by thei 
* Election. For as we read that Biſhops have don 
„it, ſo Chriſtian Emperors and Princes uſualy 
c have done it: And the People, before Chtiſtia 
* Princes were, commonly did elefZ their Bion 
& and Prieſts.— In the New Teſtament, be th 
js appointed to be a Biſhop or a Prieſt; -needet 
& no Conſecration by the Scripture z for Election a 
„ appointing thereto is /ufficient ) 

Agreeable hereto, the Biſhops in this Church, in 
the Reigns of Hen. VIII. and Edw. VI. took out 
Commiſſions from he Crown, like other STary 
Orrtcxrs, for the Exerciſing their /piritwal Juri 
diction ; in which they acknowledge.“ Thit 
* ALL $0RTs of Juriſdiction, as well eccleſlaſti 
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„ belongs to them by Scripture *”?, 
From theſe Commyſion, which the Biſhops too 
out, eſpecially Bonner's Biſhop of London, it 1s 
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as civil, flows cx1GINALLY from the Riu 
Power, as from a su PREMNT HAD, the Fout 
tain and Spring of AL. Magiſtracy within th 
Kingdom; and that they ought with gyaigh 
Minds to acknowledge this Favour derived fron 
the KINO’ Liberality and Indulgence yz and « 
cordingly they ought to render it up wheney 
the King thought fit to require it of them, An 
amongſt the — of eccle/iaſtical Powe 
given them by this Commiſſion, is that of ou 
DAINING Preſbyters, and all this to laſt no Jong 
than the King's Pleaſure, And theſe things! 
ſaid to be ſuper and ultra over and above whi 


eyl 
de 
„ Righs Chr, Chap. Pref. p. 394 


6619 8 
gent that all the Power of Oni A io which the 
Biſhops had, or could have and exerciſe, in this 
Kingdom, they derived entirely from che CIVIL. 
MAac1$TRATE, and only from him. And that this 
really is the Caſe as to the ecclefiaſtical Orders con · 
fer d by our preſent Biſhops ; that all the Validity, 
Significancy or Weight which they have in bis 
Church they derive purely and ſolely from the Au- 
thority of the Mac18TRATE inconteſtibly appears 
hence z namely, that the Magiſtrate has autborita- 
jively directed and preſcrib'd no, and To wHoM 
Ordination is to be given. And ſhould an Ordina- 
tion be given by all the Biſhops of this Church in 
orhER Manner and oTHER Form than that pre- 
ſcrib'd by the Magiſtrate, ſuch Ordination would be 
of no Legality nor Authority in his Church. The 
Man /o ordained would be no proper Miniſter in the 
Church of England. A Miniſter in the Church of 
Chriſt, he poſſibly might be; but he would, I re- 
peat it, be no Miniſter in the Church of England 
nor would have Power and Authority to officiate as 
a Prieſt herein“. 

The Church of England, if you duely weigh it, ſeems 
evidently conſtituted upon the congregational or Inde- 
pendant Plain, Tis from che PRO LR ln other Words, 
from the King and Parliament in whom the People 
have lodg'd their Power) that all the Officers in 
this Church receive their whole Authority and are 
directed bow 70 alt. In all their Ox pi NAT tons, 
Juriſdiftions, Miniſtrations its Biſhops and Prieſts 
act entirely by an Authority committed to them by 
the Civil Magiſtrate, received originally from be 
Props, So that as the Prop LE, by their Repre- 
lentatives, are ſuppoſed to have authoris'd, directed 


and 


* The Biſhop at an Ordinatlon aſks, -- Are you called according to the 
" Will of our Lord Jeſu Chrift, and the bur ODI or Tu REALM,” 

Mete, It is not ſufficient to make him a Miniſter in this Church that he 
is called according to the Will or Inſtitution of Jeu Custer, if 
he by not alſo called agcording to the dus Order FTl REALM 
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niſtrations are illegal and of no Authority in*thi 


' Kino, veſted (by Act of Parliament, or the Suf- 


662) 1 
and appointed them to act; ſo, and ſo onlyy ar 
all the Arcbbiſbops, Biſhops and Prieſts in this Church 
to officiate, and to diſcharge their ſeveral Fung 
therein. And if they preſume to «tranſgreſanth 
Bounds which be PzoyLs, by their Repreſents 
tive, have ſet them; and to officiate or#tawin 
than in the Form and Manner preſcribed, their . 


e 

| is, Sir, I @ to all who knows our 
tulion, is the rea — true Nature of your Now 
Er iscor Al Ordination as it now ſtands in on 
Church, *Tis an Ordination perform'd by a «vi 
Officer, i, e. by one who officiates only by an At» 
thority deriv'd to him from the Civil 
and the Legality of whoſe Miniſtrations and their 
Efficacy in this Church depends entirely upon his 
obſerving the Manner and Forms which the Magi 
trate hath injoin'd=——Ordinations then, in the 
Church of England, if traced to their proper an 
and rightly - conſider'd, are in truth nothing 
mercly civil or popular Ordinations, | 
Nor let it be here replied, —— That theſe Bien 
who by the Laws of England are impower'd to ot 
dain, are at the ſame time to be conſider'd as Sue. 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, and have receiv'd Power of 
Ordination from the Founders of theſe Chriſtian 
Church by an uninterrupted lineal Deſcent. For the 
Conſtitution and Law of England knows nothing it 
all of this; it reſts not his Power which it com- 
mits to its Biſhops upon any ſuch lineal Succeſſion or 
Deſcent (which it knows to be a Rope of Sand, 4 
ridiculous Chimera, a thing which no Man upon 
Earth is able to make out) No, but it conſiders it 
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frage of the People) with a FuLness of ALL Pow! 
ecclefiaſtical in theſe Realms, as empowering and an- 


thoriſing Biſhops to ordain. This Power of oy 
2 ES 
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| 663 ) 
way once delegated to Cromwel, a Layman, 
— to the King. And by the Conſtitu- 
tion and Law of E this Layman had then as 
much Authority /0 ordai _ Biſhop in the Realm 
and any Prigff whom he had ordain'd would have 
been as much a Minjfer in the Church of 2 
and his Miniſtrations as valid, as if all the Biſhops 
of the Realm had laid their Hands on his Head. 


But, | | | | 
4. The only poſſible way of ——_— Diffi- 
culty, is recurring to the wretched Refuge of Po- 
run Ordinations, and deriving the Validity of your 
Orders and Miniſtrations, and your Powers of Or. 
dation from the idolatrous > of Rome. If 
you derive them not from the Civil Magiſtrate, you 
muſt from Por isn Biſhops, A deſperate R 
this! attended with a Train of monſtrous Abſur- 
ditles | all which yet, rather than admit the Orders 
of Foreign Proteftans Divines and the Regularity of 
their Miniſtrations, you reſolutely ſwallow, | 
That Pop ER is an undoubted fundamental Sub- 
wer fon of the whole Scheme of Chriſtianity, 
That it is that AposTacy from the Chriſtian Faith, 
deſcribed by St. Paul, 1 Tim; iv. 1, 2, 3.— The 
Sue: BY Max or Six and the Son or PERDITION ſitting in 
ver of WY the Temple (Church) of Gop z oppoſing, pu yam Fax 
riſtian I himſelf above all that is called GOD, foretold by the 
the HoLy Ghost, 2 Theſ ii. 3, 4,—And that the 
Church of Rome is repreſented, by the Prophetic 
Spirit in the Revelation of St” John, as an adulterous 
and bloody Wom an, which hath broken the Mar- 
rage Covenant that eſpouſed her to CHRIS, and 
8 fallen into a State of abominable and open Lewd- 
nels ; multiplying her Fornications; and inſtead of 
bringing forth and cheriſhing a faithful Seed to the 
Redeemer, breathes out horrid Threatnings and Per- 
keutions ugainſt them. makes War with the Saints, 
Gov: ein Tom the Earth, and is drunk with 
their 


33 #3: 


n 
= 


FS>I2Xx> S=8 


32 


44 


8 
SD 


— — 2 


. 


— Pee =ntinotes & Ge A. = 


— 


——— 
— 


82 
— 


* 


* > . . . 
o 1 = — $4 = . 
* * r n 5 —— „ = 
4279 * — — — A "Tz 


= > 
— 9 - ow 
2 = 0 
= — — 3 —* — 
— - 
4 * 7 Io = 


readily confeſs. How aſtoniſhing then to ſeef 
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ry (6) 
thelr Blood, thit the Papacy of Church of: 
thus deſerib'd by the 2 Guo r, — 


Romy 
Divines, and even thoſe of the Church of Engle 


from this idolatrous apoſtate Church you derivey'hy 
ORDINAT ION, your eins, and ſacerdotal Po-] 
and boaſt that you can trace from her by an 
terrupted Line your eccleſiaſtical Deſcent, Stra 
that without Shame you declare yourſelvel bal 
the World the Offspring of this Hy wither d 
HazLorT, as your Church expreſly calls her; and 
that the Validity of your Orainations and holy Of 
fices in Caz1sT's Church, you reſt upon their Tran. 
miſſion to you from this Antichriſtian and falſe 
Church, even at the very time that you acknow- 
ledge that for a THousanDd Years paſt it bas beim ſi 
far from having the Nature of the rxUH CHR 
that NOTHING. CAN BE MORE, — What Miride 
are here! That which is no true Church, nor haz 
been any Thing like it for a thouſand Years paſt ; yet 
conveys true,” regular Church-Offices 'and Powers! 
An anti- apoſtolic Church imparting genuine apgftalic 
Orders! The Synagogue of Satan became the fac 
Repoſitory, where the Power of Ordination to hoh 
Offices in CRHRIST's Church for more than 1 
Centuries principally reſted, and was almoſt only to 
be found! The Church of Rome, which by Apoſtacy 
hath cut itſelf off from the Body of Car tsT, hath ge- 
vertheleſs his Spirit and Authority dwelling in it; 
and is commiſſion'd by ChRISH to examine, ordait, 
and ſend Miniſters into his Church, for the edifying 
of his Body and perfecting his Saints! How in even 
View marvellous and tranſcendant is this? ' © 
« But Harlot as ſhe is, you ſay, ſhe may brine 
* forth Children as well as a virtuous Matron, and 
« ſometimes Children far better than herſelf ?. 
Poor Conſolation this! For the Children ſhe _ 8 
g ( 
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90 
ſotth in this State of her Divorcement muſt be botr# 
of Formication, a 3 corrupt Race, | 

This, Sir, is that Church of Rome whom you 
own as v0 Moruun, and from whom = claim 
by Ordinazion to be eccleſiaſticalſy ſprung ) and the 
Sons of this vile and deteſtible Proftitute you acknow- 
ledge as your Bre! bren duly born into the Church 4 
ordain'd, becauſe Tierra in a valid and right man- 
ner; whereas the glorious Company of foreign re- 
owned Churches, together with che Church of -Sco!- 
uud and the Diſſenting Miniſters at home, you ut- 
terly diſown as ecrigſiaſtical Brethren; and affirm; - 
« That having renounc'd Episcop acy, and their Or- 
dination being irregular; their Communion can be 
« neither lawful nor ſafe. Where, alas! is the Des 
ncy, the Conſiſtency and Common Senſe ; to fa 
thing of che Chriſtianity or Charity of this! 
The Church of Rome, by the XIXth Article of 
he Church of England, cannot poſſibly be a Part of 
he true viſible Church of Car1sT 3, for this it thus 
defines. I Congregation of faithful Men, in which 
be pure Word of GOD is. preached, and the Sacra- 
ts be. duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's Ordi- 
unce, in all thoſe things that of Neceſſity are requi- 
e to the ſame. But do you not acknowledge that 
ie pure Word of GOD is ſo far from being preach'd 
n the Romiſi Church, that *tis there corrupted by 
oſt erronious and abominable Traditions, idola- 
ous Rites and blaſphemous Fables, as your XXXIſt 
uticle moſt rightcouſly ſtiles them? Do you not 
infeſs the Wine to be an eſſential Part of the Lord's 
upper? Is that Sacrament then duly miniſtred, ac- 
rang to Chriſt's Ordinance in the Church where 
r Cup is taken from the People? 
In ſhort, „if Blaſphemics againſt GOD and Ty- 
' ranny over Men it defacing the Ideas of Deily, and 
corrupting the Principles of moral Honeſty and 
' Virtue g if ſubverting the Foundations of natural 

| K | „Religion, 
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„ Religion, and 


Archbiſhop to the meaneſt Clert in the Land, d Com- 
unqualified for performing an 


for, the Validity and Efficacy of the Orders of Fe 


4 


ts) Bp 
% and Deſign, and overthrowing the een, 
<<, tieles of the Chriſtian Faith q if the moſt ae 
© and bold Affronts offer'd . to Heaven, and the 
c bloodieſt and moſt brutal Qutrages executed 
<« the beſt of Men if all theſe, I fay; are ue 
“ to exclude Men from being a Part of che 
<«. catholic: apoſtolic Church, the Romaniſta chi de 
5. tainly have no Pretences to itT“k yy 
The Church of Rome then having by ber abe 
minable Immoralities, Blaſphemies and Ido hene 
excommunicated herſelf, and cut herſelf off fm 
the Body of Chriſt, ſhe cannot have his Seri and 
Power dwelling in her; conſequently, has u Au. 
thority to convey ſacerdotal Characters and Offices 
in Chriſt's Church; the Characters and Offices there- 
fore which ſhe pretends to convey, ate ſpuriays and 
of no Validity or Efficacy therein. 1.45 
But what finiſhes the Abſurdity, and renden it 
quite aſtoniſhing, is, That theſe very Pupil 
Clergy, to whoſe Oxpyrs you pay ſuch-extrans 
gant Complaiſance, are ſo unpolite as not to wetum 
the Compliment to yours + No, fo far from ity thit 
they rudely pronounce. you A, from the 
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pany of mere common unconſecrated Laymen 1 u 
Office in the 
Chriſtian Church as the moſt illiterate and can 
temptible Diſſenter of us all, To return Good for 
Evil is, indeed, ſometimes truely great. Rt 10 
lee the venerable Bench of Bi and Governor 
of this Church, with the whole Body of its Clergy 
not only yielding, but contending before the Wert 


vin Pries; when at the fame time theſt very 

Prieſts are going up and down the Kingdom under 

mining their Authority, invalidating their Miniſtn: 

tions, and repreſenting their ſacerdotal Powen 6 

mere Nullity and Jeſt, To ſee them — 
I 


' 
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mantalnitig the berlin: Characters and. Office of 
theſe Cotrupters of "Chriſtianity, theſe ſworn Ene - 
mies to dur civil Government” and ta His Majeſty | 
King Grurgr, thele crafty Seducers,” who are gone 
out ſpreading Treaſon, Tdolatry, Superſtitian and 
&ftruftive Error through the Land. this is ſuch 
z Strain of Courteſy as no Reaſon can juſtify 5 yea, 
s ſuch a Strain of Weakneſs" and Impolicy as ought 
not to be beheld without indignant Concerti, For this 
gives theſe Popyſh Emiſeries a moſt dangerous Ad- 
untage over you : they artfully tell their Proſelytes, 
« That you acknowledge the Truth and Validity of 
« their Orders; whilſt hey utterly deny the NP 
of yours z the only sArR and suRE way therefore 
to ſtick to their Miniſtrations z which, yourſelves 
« being Judges, are authentic and valid; whereas 
% there is, at leaſt, a Riſque, a Danger attending 
„ yours; and, * hat the People cannot (to uſe your 
" own Words) depend with ſo much Aſſurance as is 
" requiſite to the Peace Acquieſcence o their 
„Mind, that suo OR DIN AT toNS will be ted ta 
" them, and that they are pleafing to Gon. Thus 
they uncourteouſly turn the Weapons agalnſt you 
which you put into their Hands ; and whilſt you are 
juſtifying their Orders, make uſe of thoſe viry | Or» 
&r; to poiſon and pervert the People z and craftily 
v traduce, undermine and deſtroy your Church. 

* The great Blefing of xp 13coP Al. Ordiwation in 
wanting to the foreign Churches you affirm, ra- 
" ther through Nucz$81Ty than Choice 7. This 
| —__ romantic, and has not the Face of Pro» 
ability, Does not the World khow, that in their 
public Confeſſions and Fot mularies of Faith, Biſbeps 
nd Priefts are declared originally be ſame, and that 
it Power of Orditation belongs equally to _ y 

| an 


fra pP. 50. * 

r. Du PH. (fays Biſh , Teyler) u Man of Honour and great 

larning, atteſts, — at ey ir Ack there were many Arch- 

and Cardinals in a I ; holy, We, 2 
5 ; 


re. 8+ 
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| (&@) 
Can any thing be more , manifeſt than that 


Ordination, if choſen and, defired by hem, 1 


other Britiſh Manifacfures, night wi a 
able Eaſe in a few Days Yr them, and 
ſpread in a few Months chrough all-thelt Province 
and 'Towns ? Are, there not in this Kingdpm thou. 
ſands of Ecclefaftics, who, receiving it from, our 
Biſhops, would moſt joyfully carry over this greg 
Bleſſing to foreign Churches? Or ſhould any of their 
Divines come over to fetch it, would they, not be 
received, think you, with Extaſies of Welcome! 
and return loaded with Honcurs ; perhaps, with Fe. 
vours more ſolid and ſubſtantial than theſe? Hu 
there no Management or Addreſs been uſed thre 
a Century paſt, to introduce into their Churches tha 
epiſcopal Grace? And as to its i, the. Canin 
&« tion. and Frame of their Civil Governments,” no- 
thing, you ko, can better fit thoſe. of the Li- 
theran Profeſſion, who have nominal Biſhops, tho 
no Ordination but PRESBYTERIAN amongſt them, 
To uflert then, “ bat the foreign Churches do realy 
* PREFER, DESIRE and ſome of them $10 fa 
„ xEp15COPAL O8DINATION 3 and that it 15 mi of 
* Choices. but of NecgssITY they Want ., 
appears to me to be mere Romance; an Aſſertion far 
from doing Honour to the Perſon that makes it, 
There is one Conſideration more, upon this Head 
of Ordination, which I beg leave io mention; the 
rather, becauſe there hath not generally, I think, 
that Streſs been laid upon it which its Importance 
| deſerves : Which is, = | 
5. Suppoſing the Power of Or DIVA ton to be, 
from Scripture ever ſo clearly proved to belong 
ſolely to Biſhops ; yet all the Biſhops of this Realm 
refuſing to ordain but upon wjwtifable Terms] Or 
ES, . DINATION 
Reformation, whom they might, but did not, employ in thei Ordina 


tions; and therefore, ſays the Biſhop, what Neceſſity can be pretende 
| In this Caſe I would fain learn f Epiſe, Aﬀfrce, Ge. 5. 397+ 
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01947108, in this Caſe, may juſtly be fought from 
Preſtyters 1 and, when given | 


| Church, 


to the XXXIX 


This now is 4 Term of Admiſſion to the Chriſtian 


(6G) 


by them, is of un- 
doubted Validity and Regularity in the Chriſtian 


The Biſhops require from all Candidates for Or- 
dination, as an sudrſpen/ible Term of receiving it from 
tem — That they ſub/cribe willingly, and ex anuno 
ticks, that are ALL and 
zVERY ONE of them agreeable to the Word of Gop 2 


And that they ſolemnly declare their uur II ID A 


ſent and Conſent io ALL ond 8VERY THING contain\d 


in and preſcribed by the Book of COMMON-PRAYBER, 


Miniſtry, which they have no Authority from Curr 
to inſiſt upon or to make; yea, @ Term (if with 
Humanity I might ſay it) which they offend greatly 
againſt the Rights and Liberty of the Chriſtian 
Church, and againſt Cyr1sT its only Head, by 
preſuming to make; becaule, thuutands may be duet 
qualified, according to the Will of Cyr1sT, to act 
as Miniiters in s Church, who cannot with a 
good Conſcience comply with this Term, By inſiſts” 
Ing therefore on it, they reject thoſe whom CHRIS 
receives; and unlawfully keep out Numbers of wor- 


© thy Perions frem a Part in the Chriitian Miniſtry 


who by the Appointment and Will of Gop, and by 
the Conſtitution ot the Chrijtian Church, have a 
Right of Admiſſion to it; and whoſe Miniſtry: is 
greatly needed and would be uſeful therein. 

Let the ſole Power of Ordination then be allow'd 
to have been originally lodg'd in the Biſhops ; yet, 
if at any time they ſhould enter into a Combination 
to abuſe and pervert this Power; to lay a Yoke upon 


Chriſtian Miniſters which CR ISH never laid upon 


them, and which they ought not to bear; and Or- 
dination cannot be had from THEM upon honourable 
and Chriſtian Terms; in this we way ſafely reaſon, 
% our Lord hath taught us in a lite Caſe, hat — 
— * W1 


(40) 
evill have Mercy and not Sacrifice 4 that a m 
mom is to give way to Conſideratians bf a Wirliih- 
ture z and that Men, in other reſpecti wel, 
fied, when their Service is needed (of which e. 
ſelves. and the People are to be Judges) may'alt u 
Miniſters in the Church of Chrift z either withour 
any Ordination, when it cannot bondurdbly bead", 
or with ſuch only, whether Preſbyterian or puls, 
as can be obtain'd upon bonowrable Lerm. 
Theſe things 1 recommend, Sir, to your M. 
onate and ſober Thoughts; not 1 
they will diſpoſe you to be leſs ſevere upoh wr 
ſerian, and more modeſt in your glotying 
epiſcopal Ordination, than you have - fotrefly 
been. And whether thoſe who now claim the 
fole Power of Ordination, and conſider it u 's 
RUST committed to them by Cir ts, can} 
their refſufing it, but upon Compliance with 
ſevere and unreaſonable Terms,deſerves m- 
turely to be weighed, conſidering that (as far av they 
bear any Relation to Chriſt) they are not Lon vs, but 
only Servants in his Houſe, and that to him they 
mult be accountable for ſo important a Tgver, | 
| 
SECT A, 
Of the Peoples Right to cnvsn their own Paſtort, 


HE next Point to be conlider'd, is the Rig 
of the Chriſtian Laity to chuſe their own 
n 


( 

js 

ſters, The Charge given them in Scripture 4 

try the Spirits,—to beware of falſe Prophetirn 

10 tate beed of tobat they bear, * you own, incop» 

„ teſtibly proves their Right of Judgment, or of ex- 

« amining and proving Doctrines z but the thing 
„you want to ſee is, how from the Right of 7 

nent the Right of Choice can be deduced? P. 


4 11 Def: 5, 574 


(4917) | 
But can a Perſon of any Diſternment want to be 
ſhewn this ? Does not the Right of -jupornG in 
things of Religion, neceſſarily imply not only @ 
| ty' alſo, of Ari’ agreeable to 
that Judgment ; or in other Words, a Right of 
Chace ? Pray, why muſt a Man examine ] that 
he may have, peradventure, the Guilt and Morti- 
fication of ing his own Conſcience, and act- 
ing contrary to his Senſe of Things? What Abſur- 
dity were this! If the Chriſtian Laity were to try the 
Spirits, and to examine and weigh the Doctrine their 
pretended Paſtors brought ; then theſe ſurely whom 
they found to bring not tbe Doctrine of Cx IS, and 
to be led by not the Divine — they were to re» 
jet, to turn away from, and not to accept as their 
ſpiritual Guides, | 
Accordingly, the Chriſtian Larry are charg'd 
Rom, xvi, 17, To mark (oxorwn to conſider, to ob- 
ſerve carefully) them that Au Diviſions and Of. 
fence; contrary to the Chriſtian Dottrine and to avory 
bem, Note, thoſe who make M.] Terms of Com» 
munion in the Church of Chrif ; who ſet up naw 


Crremonies of human Invention, and command the 


C 


Subjects of Chriſt to yield Obedience to them z and 
who caſt out of the Church, or refuſe to admit into 
It, thoſe who comply not wy gy Ceremonies and 
Ritesz THEIR, Sir, are the Men (l appeal to your 
own Conſcience, and to the Bar of %% / RN AGO 
it which all muſt ſhortly ſtand) rue are the Men 
which Au Divi/fons and Offences contrary to the 
Chriſtian Doctrine TA therefore the Chriſtian 
People are expreſly commanded, by the Apoſtle, 10 
avoid. Attentively conſider this, and you will 
derer more condemn our Separation from your 
Church 4 this ſingle Text alone juſtifies it before the 
World p and not only ſo, but proves it a moſt plain 
ind indiſpenſible Duty, 
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The 


.: ſhould be appointed by the Election of the People, 


| 


* 


(92) *. 

The Church of England ſeems td hape 
parted from and deſtroyed: the primitive andes 
tholic Communion, by ſetting up and eg ining 
OTHER Terms of Chriſtian FEI Low te thun 
GosPzL hath injoin'd, and reje#ing: thoſe whom 
Chriſt receives.—From this therefore, upo Cb 
tian Principles and by the Command of Ste Paul. 
we are to withdraw ourſelves and to /eparalty 111 
But to return; The manner in which the Place 
af Judas the Traitor, was fitted up, AA i. and yn 
which the ſeven Deacons were choſen; Ad, vi. ſhews 
it plainly to be the Conſtitution of the great Founs 
Dir of the Chriſtian Church that its Miniſters 


: 
4s 
: 


An Apoſtle was an Officer of extraordinary Ragk, 
whom it ſeem'd in a peculiar manner the P 
tive of Cux 18 to appoint ſolely to that Office; 
but neither doth he do this, nor yet order the 4% 


tolic College to fill up this Vacancy by their own of 
Authority and Diſcretion.z but (for an /y/lraifion, 18 
no doubt, to future Ages) he commanded the C the 
tian People (the whole Number of Belieyers, as ty 
as appears, that were then at Feruſalem) to thuſe a BI Cl 
Two, and preſent them before him, of whom be 
would appoint one to the vacant Apoſtolate. A ſtreng ll 
preſumptive Evidence, every one muſt grant, in Wl * 
ſupport of popular Elections. x v1 
And when ſeven Deacons were to be appointed o BN /bui 
manage the Church's Stock; though the A Bi wil, 
were then veſted with a Fulneſs of Power, and had Bi (lf, 
the Gift of D13zcERNING SP1rITS (in both which BN * | 
they have no Succeſſors) and were therefore far bettet BN “U 
ualified to have choſen Perſons for that Office than BW 11 
the Multitude of Lay-Chriſtians z yet behold, 188 % BY conl 
ſtanding Monument to After-times in whom this n 
relative Power was to reſt in the Church, they t00 liſpy 
not upon them authoritatively to nominate, but di Wi (era 


rected the PuorLy to look out ſeven Men of good - 


(73. ) 

port, In Obedience to this Direction, and. in Pur- 
ſuance of their Right (as the Lord's Freed Men, put 
into an happy State, where none were to have Au- 
therity or Dominion over others, but all were to be. 
Brethren) the whole Multitude, tis ſaid, choſe, or, as 
jou learnedly render it, P1CKED OUT of their. Num- 
her ſeven Men. Not to differ on ſmall. things, 
Sir, if you allow the Chriſtian Laity to y1ck or 
their Miniſters,” as the Apoſtles, with their ſuperior. 
Powers and Gifts of diſcerning Spirits, allow'd the 
Laity in their times, this is all we crave. 

As to the Practice of the antient Church, tis not 
[, as you ſuggeſt, but a Writer “ of your own, 
high enough for Church Power, who ſays, ** That 
« the People had Votes in the Choice of Biſhops, all muſt 
« grant, and it can be only IonoR ancs and Fol. L v 
« that pleads the contrary.” I own, I am ſurpriſed 
at your conteſting ſtify this Point, when the Stream 
of all, even your own Writers, beats ſo violently 
wainſt you, Clemens Romanus t, a Cotemporary of 
the Apoſtles, ſays, they appointed Biſhops, evwtr- 
duden T1; u vd, by the C onſent of the whole 
Church, How often does Cyprian ſay, ** Nihil fiat 
# niſi conſentiente Plebe, Le! nothing be done but 
by the Conſent of the People. Again, ! Deus inſtruit 
* Ordinationes ſacerdotales non niſi ſub Populi aſſiſ- 
* tentis Conſcientia fieri opportere t, GoD appoints 
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Err 


STAT 3 


% WY (bat ſacerdotal Ox DIN AT ION ſbould not be made 
% bo the Afiſtance and Conſent of the People, Him- 
ae, he declares, choſen to his Office, © Favore 
ich © Plebis, Populi (uffragio,” by the Favour and Vote 
er / tbe People, Your Criticiſm on the Word Suffro. 
han WY jw (which all the Learned know properly and 
s 6 BY conſtantly ſignifies a Vote as it undoubtedly docs 
this BY '" on if not 4b the very Inſtances you bring to 
ook Wh {prove it) is too ſlender to deſerve a particular Con- 
d (eration ; eſpecially as you offer not a Word againſt 
Rte L - "ao 
ul „ Lowth, 4 Epin, ad Cor, Cap, 44 f hig. 67 


Re (794) 3 
that other expreſs Teſtimony quoted Froh We Kr 
Father, which indiſputably hews the Setiſe In Wich 
he uſes, Suffraginm, * Plebs maximäm deer Þy. 
« teftatern vel eligendi dignos ſacerdotes vel] 
« nog recuſandi,” To the Prop LN belongt the entry 
ow IR ether of 4%. worthy MMI . 
Jelling ' the Unworthy, This is a Teſtimony” Full & 
the Point, which you could not gainſay; iy herr. 
overlook It Wai rapids wh 

e Conflitution: of the Apoſtles decree,” h . 

{ who it 4 be ordain'd a Nbg m br Rö by all 
tHi Prop as the woſt worthy ®, n 

The . ry — e. es Yau fuch Bilbop, 

at are c the Gi rale T. | 

The 2 Counell of Nice, In a ſynodlcal 


Fpiſtle to the Church of Alexandria forbid % 14% 
—4 Biſhops without the EU e of the 
gol. dd ve rr 
he Council of Conſtantinople, Anno 302, fay 
they ordained Ne&ariys, euncta decernente Clvitate, 
all the City deereving it, and Flawanus, 'omnl Ee. 
eleſia decernente, according to the Dilermination of 
de Councl of ce, Anno 994; iy « Nh 

e Council of Carthage, Anno 394, ſüy 8 
is to be ordained, cum — conſenks Ae 
Lalcorum, with the univerſal ConsenT both of tht 
Clergy and Larnty, 1 

Leo V. Father Paul 4 confeſſes, has amply ſhewn, 
* that the Ordination of a Biſhop could not be law- 
ful or valid, which was not requir'd and fought 0 
the Pror Lx, and by them approved z which 1s faid 
by all the Fathers of thoſe Times 3“ and adds, Qui 
1 refuturus eſt omnibus, ab omnibus eligatur |, La 
A im that is to prefide over all, be choſen by all. 
The Council of Paris, Anno 552, require the 
ELEecTion of the ProE and Clergy one 


+" Conſt. Apof. L. 8. Cap. 4 + Can+ Apoſ- 3% in pole 
1 Benef,Mat, Sect · 29+ ll Leon, Ep 39, Cap. 3 
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«A well who meekly attend the). 
« niſtry of a good, Able, ' orthodox Miniſter, 'by 
« whomſorver provided but the King, Bide 
'« Lord Chance 91 0 „ee. are LLIT CON - 
„EN Judges of the neſs and Orth of 
% Clergymen than the common People here. 
fore the People que ob to judge for thernifelves 
in theſe Matters, but to ſubmit meekly to che De- 
termination of the King, Lord Chancellor, Nasen G. 
A moſt excellent Doctrine, to promote Popery in 
Spain, Mahometiſm in Turkey, Paganiſm in Japan, 
The brave Proteſtants in France then, I urged, have 
unwarrantably and wickedly withdrawn from the 
Miniſters which the King and Biſhops had ſet over 
them: © Yes, you reply, undoutxedly” they have, 
« if their Kings and Biſhops ſet over them, as they 
% do here, good orthodox Miniſters.“ But tould 
you think, Sir, ſuch an Anſwer would be rectiv'd 
without a Smile? Pray, wHo ig to judge of the 
Goodneſs, Ability, and Orthodoxy of the Miniſter! 
Not the People themſelves, according to your 
Scheme, but the King and Biſhops who are Mort 
COMPETENT Jupozs. Well then, the Rulers in 
France are more competent Judges of the 'Goodnels, 
Ability and Orthodoxy of Miniſters than their . 
gonot Subjects; to their ſuperior Judgments then the 
ought to ſubmit.— What excellent Chyifantly anc 
Proteſtaniſm this! But are the Huponots in Front 
I beſcech you, more competent Judges of the Abilt 
of the Clergy: on whom they ought to attend, tha 
the People of England? Or have the King und Bi 
ſhops bere more AuTHoORITY from Gop to Jud 
for their Subjects, than the King and Biſhops her 
"Tis ſtrange a Gentleman of Diſcernment can et 
tangle himlelf in fo inconſiſtent a Scheme. 
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The Bur1art Orricz and Arnayiieraif Cxrrn 


W what Truth, Sir, and Juſtice you drew 
the Church——*, the Public will judge; that you 


E e NC 
1 nt U Majority l 

« happen to chuſe à Pop Prigf Fit for Weir Pits: 
« thoſe are CE idchings 1 au ſoch,“ is 4 
Abſurdi would charge un 
= nine 4, but is really nothing, N ry ar th Bro 
ion of your own Imagination z there bein 25 0 
a \ Sylble in my Letter favouring ſuch Subm 


d th 
wr Na tr ue ag the for bm 5 of 
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moſt apparently r and repugnant 1 each 
other, 


your own Character as 4 orry Advocate for 
have ſhewn no Defect of Courage, every one mult 
own, You proceed in what you call, your Seldierly 
Manner t, and like a bold and intrepid Champion 
undertake to defend what, I believe, few except your- 
ſelf but would deſert as a 7 uite forlorn and untenable 
Poſt : And that is, your Church's thirteen times a 
Year moſt ſolemnly pronouncing concerning ALL 
Arians and Socinians that they cannoT be ſaved, 
that they do WI THur Dov BT periſh everlaſtingly 
and yet, with equal Solemnity, pronouncing con- 
cerning theſe sLT 8AME Perſons, dying in their 
Hereſics, that Gop has in ORRAT Marcy taken 
them to himſelf, and that you novn they REST 1N 
CnRISsT. This is ſuch a Contradiction as, I confeſs, 
did not expect any Gentleman of Sobriety would 
attempt to reconcile, But let us hear how you per- 

form. When we declare that Arians and So- 


"© ans 


+ 11 Def: p. 64: * Ibid, p. tas, | bed. p. 18, 
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*. their Herejies are damnable, and 5 . 


«©. on the Account of them are la 1 


* tion 3... notwithſtanding, which, there may. 
« Room for Pardon in particular Caſes, and 
« when one of theſe comes to die, it may be cha- 
« ritably hop'd, that his is ſuch, a Caſe, and we 
4. may lawfully declare, that we do, not quite deſdair 
« concerning him“: That is to ſay, you damn 
the Herefie, but ſave the Heretick: A Piece of ſpi- 
ritual Legerdemain, which, I own, I cannot com- 
prehend. But does not all the World ſee, Sir, that 
the Creed plainly and inconteſtibly refers to Px - 
sons, not to. Things only; and abſolutely, pronounces 
upon THEIR final Circumſtances or State? Woso- 
E VER will be ſaved, *tis neceſſary before all things that 
HE hold the Faith there defined; which Faith, en. 
cept EVERY ONE doth keep whole and undefiled, ns 
ſhall without doubt periſh everlaſtinghyj.— Does this 
ſpeak only of the Herefie, will you ſay, and not ex- 
preſly pronounce upon the ConDiT10N or STATE 
of the Perſon who holds it? And does it only ſay of 
bim, that he is liable to Damnation, and not that he 
ſhall without doubt, or moſt certainly, be damm d? 
Again, does the Creed leave Room to hope in par- 
ficular Caſes, when, at five diſtin& Places, it deter- 
mines abſolutely againſt Hope: and in ſuch ſtrong 
and expreſs Language, as moſt evidently reache 
and was intended to reach, to every particular 60% 
Wuosok vz, — EVER Y ONE, which except 4 
Max believe. un ball, wirnour Dow nt, pert 
everlaſtingly. If, notwithſtanding theſe, deciſive and 
moſt peremptory Declarations, the Creed ſtil] leaves 
room to hope for the Salvation of the av , Demers 
and Opugners of this Faith; then the Uſe of Ln. 
guage is loſt, there is no N Words, Trub 
and Fuſſbood are the ſame, and a Man may honefily 


ſubſcribe 


I Def. p. 131, 


N "Y 


99) "ry 
ſobſcribe the Korgn of 'Milbowet and revoncile it 
ith a Profeſſion of the Goſpel F (Cunis7.. Be- 
ſides, what contemptible Chicanery and Trifling is 
it to talk of Room for Pardon and Hope in © ars« - 
11cvLar Geſes,” when you declare ſoſemaly bir 
Hope UN 1 VERSALLY, and in Every Ca ; and to 
) When on of theſe comes to die ; when 
you do it over ALL when they come to die: And, 
« that you do not quite deſpaiy concerning the Man; 
when you have the Aſſurance to /bank'Gop' that be 
bath in GREAT Mey taken bim to bimſelf,, and 
w pray him, that when you die, YOUR *2LF may reſt 
in CyR 1ST, as you bope this AR1AN or SOCINTAN 
doth. Is this the Language of NoT-qQu1TE-Dgs«- 
74 Such Trifling does but hurt a Cauſe: 
You had much better have done here, as with the 
Burial Office and the Ab/olution, have paſs'd it in 
Silence over, and not attempted to. defend What 
every one ſees to be incapable of Defence. : 
But, the unfeigned Ass Nr and Coxszur which 
you have ſolemnly given, and which every Clergy» 
man is oblig d - molt ſolemnly to give, ſticks, no 
doubt, greatly, and makes you ſtrain every Nerve 
to endeavour to let it paſs, Such Potions, indeed, 
muſt be bitter, God grant they be not malignant ! 
There is ſomething in every wiſe Man that muſt. 
ſtrongly keck againſt them. To Numbers in your 
own Church it cannot but be difficult, in Gob's Pre- 
ſence and before his Church, before Angels and Men, | 
ty give their urig ned ASGHN H and CON to ALL 
and EVI RV thing contained in the Athanafian Creed, 
with all its Exþlicttions, Limitations, and Damna- 
tory Claules. A Cytd, Whose Limitations the 
damn y whoſe Explications they deride z and whoſe 
Dimnatory Clauſes they dee heurtily and abbor.— 
et in Gop's Preſence and before bis Church, J repeat 
t with Aſtoniſhment! to declare ones unfergned Ad- 
NT a CONSENT to them 411,.— a Potion, 
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of holy things pre revail thraughout the Land? I, xc- 
knowledge, I do not: For when thoſe, who. F< 
ee anc Thechers 
N888,, too generally, enter upon their lag Wy 
with a dangerous Violation of it; ſubſcribi 
ticles. they do not delieve pech 
their Subſcriptions; declaring ſolemnly, their * 
feigned Aſſent to what W. do — approve, 

it, may. be, heartily deteſt ; and proſtituting 4 na 
Rites and Offices of their Religion to political 
ſordid Ends Why ſhould it be thought 
if Pop RRV and Ix T1523 LI TV ſhould gain Ground ? 
and what wonder would it be if they Rod 
length al prevail? 
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SECT xII. 


The Scotiſh Preſbyterian ing 1 
cal 


F Scnisn be ſo dangerous and damnable a 1 
as you affect to repreſent ; the River Tweed, we- 
thinks, ſhould not bound it, nor your folema Wl © 
Warnings againſt it; but from the Profuſion of 0 
Charity to the Engiis Diſſenters, a little ſhould ex- WI ? 
tend alſo to your epiſcops! Brethren the Df al 
from the Scotiſo Church. But theſe, ſuch is your MI b 


SUS tz 


Partiality, you endeavour to juſtify inſtead of den- 
ſuring ; yea, to juſtify upon ſuch Principles as cær- 
tainly expoſe your ſelf to heavy Cenſure and Re- Br 


buke. You alledge,. . That zbey. did not f: vel 
<«< parate from the Pre/byterians, but the . 
« from them. that by Tumults, ae 1 * " 
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„ Things" tlie" Pr 


« bliſhed,——bur tha | | 
« coPACY, ant their Ordination being irregula 
their Co wun ron can be neither ſch nor de 
ful T.“ Behold ! in theſe Taft Words chat ſehi m. 
fral dviding Spirit from which you endeavour to 
vindicare your Chureh, A ſevere and unchriſtian 
Sentence? by which you #nchurch at once, and cut 
off from Chriſtian 2 all the foreignreſormed 
Churches, x glorious and great * and pro- 
nounce them not to belong to the viſible Church of 
CanierT, © all have renounced EIScO Ae, 
in your Senſe of the Word, their OxDInat ions 
therefore you declare irregular, being only Preſby- 
ian, an their Commu x rox to be neither sa nor 
LAWFUL, #, e. it is a dangerous and wicked thing to 
hold Communion with them: Tour own ſober 
Thoughts, Sir, and the epiſcopal Authority under which 
you are Re will, I doubt not, correct you for ſo 
immodeſt a Cenſure. To aſſiſt the former in this 
good Office, I would offer zo things to your ſeri- 
dus Review. wok. aq 
1, That the very Canons of the Church of Eng- 
land, to which you have ſworn Obedience, acknow- 
doe the Church of Scotland to be a true Siſter 
Church; commanding all its Clergy to pray for ihe 
Churches of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND and IRELAND as 
Parts of CHRISTA holy CATrHOL e Cavrcn, which 
is diſpersd throughout the World. Canon LV. Note, 
the Church of Scotland, when theſe. Canons were 
made, was Preſbyterian as it is now, And, | 
2, Confider, that the Preſbyterian Church in North 
Britain is eſtabliſhed by the very ſame Authority, and 


reſts upon the ſame Law as the epiſcopal Church in 


duh Britain. | 
The very ſame Legiflative Powers which eſta- 
bliſhed and” form'd the one, have eſtabliſhed the 
M other 

+ IT Def. p. 16, 145+ 7 2 
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n 0 | 
other likewiſe z if it be Schiſm, then, Rebellion and 
Contumacy againſt Govar NORA ts 1 from the 
latter z it is moſt „ very lame ts 
from the former alſo, As Wool. 
zers rey it got it ſelf eftabliſÞ'd." You 
how own, that the Senſe of 0 50 Nation m, 

rhaps, ten times more gener ni 
= —.— of K. William and Q, Anm, when thatFarm 
was eftabliſh'd there z than the Senſe of the Khplih 
Nation was for Proteſtantiſm, in the Reigns of R. 
ward and Q. Elzabetb, when the epiſcopal Church of 
England was form'd and eſtabliſhed here. But if the 
Settlement of PRoTz35TANIiSM in England, by the 
Crown and Parliament of theſe Realms, was valid 
and right, even though the Biſhops and Clergy were, 
almoſt unanimouſly againſt it: PxtsBYTERI ANIM 
in Scotland ſurely, enacted and eſtabliſhed by the ſame 
Crown and Parliament, muſt be equally valid 3 ef- 
pecially as the Voice of their Clergy as well as La 
ran, not only violently, but generally that way. 

A grand ConvenT10N of the States in Scotland, at 
the Revolution, in a Claim of Rights which they 
preſented as containing the fundamental and wnaiter- 
able Laws of that Kingdom, declare. That ths 
* Reformation in SCOTLAND having been begun by « 
« PARITY among the Clergy, all PxELACY inthat 
 « Church was à great and unſupportable Grievance jt 
« that Kingdom.” King William, however, Biſhop 
«* Burnet informs us, & aſſured the epiſcopal Party 
« there, that he would do all that he could to pre- 
e ſerve them (eſtabliſhed) granting a full Tolera- 
« tion to the Preſbyterians, provided they concurr'd 
© in the new Settlement of the Kingdom (6. 4, in 
« renouncing King James, and owning himſelf us 
© their Sovereign,) But the Biſhops and their Fol: 
flowers reſolv d to adhere firmly to the Intereſtzof 
« King James, and ſo declaring in a Body, with 


much Zeal, in Oppoſition to the new Sett meh 


4 


* Hiſt. of hiy Times, Vol: IV p 48, 43, due deem 


" % 
- * * 


e 
« it was not poſſible for the King to preſerve that 
« (epiſcopal) Government there, all thoſe who ex- 
« preſſed their Zeal for him, being equally zcalous 
« againſt that Order,” 
is Eſtabliſhment of Pre/bytery was again in the 
moſt ſolemn manner ena#ed and confirm'd by the 
Queen (Ann) and Parliament of England when, the 
Union was made, You ſpeak therefore of this 
Afair, Sir, in more coarſe and diſreſpectful Lan- 
guge than is either deſent or true, when you talk of 
lyſerrectiont, falſe Muſters, Miſrepreſentations, &c: 
It was done upon the moſt mature and grave Deli- 
trations both of King William and Queen Am, and 
of the Lords and Commons of both Kingdoms in Par- 
lament aſſembled ; it has received the moſt ſacred 
dunction a human Law can receive; and is made as 
eſentialand fundamental a Part of our preſent Conſtitu- 
m as the Church of England itſelf. Take heed there- 
fore that you are not preparing a Rod for your own 
Correction; and leſt by teaching Men to argue away 
the Legality and Reverence of the Preſbyterian Eſta- 
diſhment in North Britain, you give a ſecond mor- 
al Stab ® to the Church eſtabliſhed here. You may 
pleaſe to obſerve alſo, that when you call the epiſco- 
xl Diſſenters there the Church of Scotland, tis with 
ut the ſame Propriety, Decency and good Senſe as 
the Preſbyterians ſhould call themſelves the Church 
F England here. | 
Hence alſo it appears, that what you offer in Mi- 
ization of the Jacobiti/m and Rebellion of the Epi/- 
alan, in Scotland (p. 16, 17) has one material Flaw 
it, which is, that it is not ay upon TRUTH. 
you repreſent the Loſs of their Eſtabliſhment as 
ung the Canſe of their Diſaffection, whereas the 
"REVERSE Is exactly the Caſe; and they there- 
t loſt their Eſtabliſhment, becauſe they were diſ- 
ed, rejected the Revoluion, and adhered ſtaunch- 
5 ay ly 
"Ad eadly one you before give Seo p. 7+ 
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ly to King James. King William would have 

22 them, if they would have e 
Government; they obſtinately refus d, antifellthere. 
fore a juſt Sacrifice to their ſtupid Artachment't x 
| tyrannical and popiſh Prince, © 
As to the preſent Loyalty of the two Partie in 
that Kingdom, the Preſtyterians and Epyſtopalian, 
which you have drawn into Compariſoſ ) you have 
done one of them great Wrong, in repreſenting then 
both as, perhaps, alike deeply engaged inthe htc 
impious Rebellion there. If from the Diſpoſition 
of the Clergy, that of the Laieiy may be reaſonab) 
preſum'd, there are /wwo important Factz, to omit 
many other, which will diſpoſe every impattial Per 
ſon, I believe, to view that Affair in a very differet 
Light. One is, the Roy at Commander, the Puk 
of Cumberland's Letter to the General Aﬀembly at Ely 
durgh, in which he expreſſes a ſtrong Senſe & of 
very ſteady and laudable Conduct of the Clerg 
« of that Church, through the whole Courſes of t 
« wicked and unnatural Rebellion ; and ſays, To 
« it to them in Juſtice to teſtify that upon all 0 
« cafjons I have received from them Profeſſion, 
« the moſt inviolable Attachment to hls Mel 
« Perſon and Government, and have always fou 
« them ready and forward to act in their feve 
% Stations in all ſuch Aſſairs as they could be ul 
« in, tho' often to their own great Hazard 

Upon an impartia) Account, the Balance, I bell 
by every diſintereſted Perſon, will be found to fl. 
thus,,——Of the Preſbyterian eſtabliſhed Clergy | 
one in fifty in the whole Body, but wiſh'd hear 
Succeſs to the Arms of his Majeſty King GR 
of the epiſcopal diſſenting Clergy, not one in fil 
the whole Body but wiſh'd heartily Succels to 
Arms of Frenchmen, Italians, and the milcre 


Crew who came to invade and overthrow 72 
ö 
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copal Churches in Scotland. 


 Diſaffettian ; 


' timents and Affections of their Party, when they 


( 8s» 
fitution in Favour of an abjured and popiſh Pre- 
tender, | 5 
The other Fadi is, the Neceſlity which the Legi/- 
lature have found themſelves under, by new Acts of 
Parliament, in twp different Seſſjons, more, narrowly 
to watch, and to lay under freſh Reſtraints, the epi/- 
heſe are well known 
to be fruitful: and fatal Sources of Facobitiſ and 
grows . Ceminaries where Men are 
form'd and nourith'd up in Allegiance to a Poi 
Prince, and in avow'd Averſion and Diſloyalty 46 
their rightful Sovereign King Gzor az.—— Thaugh 
it be too true then that there were ſome of the Laity 
of the eſtabliſh'd Church, by ſome occaſional Re- 
ſentment or unhappy Occurrence, hurried into that 
black Affair; they herein departed from their ſettled 


and profeſſed Principles z whereas the Epiſcopeliant 
ited quite in Charatter, agreeable to the 120 Sen- 


prayed and fought heartily for the Deſtructlon of 
our happy Government, and far the Advancement 
of a Popiſh Pretender to the Throne, To ſay then, 
4 that the Scoriſh Proſoierians, were, perhaps, As 
4 deeply engaged in the late odious Rebellion as the 
66 Ge Diſſenter: there, is to ſcatter Cenſures at 
random, to confront the plaineſt Evidence, and to 
repreſent them (as you have done — by 
your diſſenting Brethren here) in a very partial and 
injurious Light, a 


SECT. 


(6) 


g reer xt 


0 the Chureb'st AUTUHAOI TY iu Conrevnfh 4 
4 Fulth, ' 


HIS is 4 Clan, which, to the Grief of It 
real Friends, and to the T'riumph of Its Pes, 
your Cnuken hath ſet up, and obliges all Its Clergy 
folemnly to ſubſeribe, For it js really no other than 
an Invaſion of the Diving Prerogative z and, in the 
Language of the Ho, yGnosr, a ti in the Tom 
of Gop, ſhrwing itſelf that it is Gop F. It is a Claim 
of Honour as due to a Company of poor frail and fab 
lible Men, which belongs only to the omni/ciont and in. 
fallible Gop, and to Cyr 18t the ſole Lawgiver and 
King in the Church. It is the very Root of Anti» 
chriſtianiſm z. the Prop upon which the whole Syſ⸗ 
tem of roy reſts; it came from the Church of 
Rome, an 
formation be ever juſtified, or the Church of E 
m_—_— upon the Foot of this Claim. | 
or if TE Church hath Authority in Contro- 
verſies of Faith, the Church of Rome, ſurely, had it 
BEFORE the Church of England; yea, had it at the 
very time when the Reformation was made, Cran- 
mer then and Ridley, Luther and Calvin were guilty 
of great Petulancy and eccleſiaſtical Rebellion, -in 
_ refuſing to ſubmit to he CHURCH ſolemn Deter« 
minations concerning Image Worſhip, Tranſubſtan+ 
tiation, Ec. and in proudly ſetting up their own pri» 
vate Opinion againſt the authoritative Deciſions of 
their eccleſiaſtical SupzR10Rs, 4% tobom they owed 
Submiſſion, and whom they ought to have obe. 
This Claim of your Church, Sir, I ſay it again, is an 
wnanſwerable Argument in favour of Popery 3 —_ 


+ 2 Theſ, il. 4 


thither it directly leads; nor can the Re. 
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drawn thouſands, no doubt, and is eontinually 
— Multitudes from you? te the Church / 
— or can all the Learning or Wit of the 
whole Clergy of the, Land withſtand the Force of « 
ſingle 1 t, let him be arm'd with and wield ſlell- 
y - 8 8 Weapon, the XXth Article of 

ur Churen. 
It was the fatal Influence of this Ariicle, I obs 
firv'd, that ſeduced King James II. and the great 
Chillingevortb Into the Rowe Tents, Theſe Inſtances 
you conteſt with me, But as to the of are guilty 
of an unhappy Overſight, in confounding two things, 
ln the Quotation from Burnet's Hiſtory, and confi» 
dering them as one, when they are moſt apparently 
Ain. The Authority of the Church, and the Tra- 
dition from the Apoſtles in ſupport of Epiſcopacy, are in 
the Biſhop's Account of King James's Perverſion 
moſt manifeſtly two ſeveral and different things; 
whereas, you would ſtrangely have it thought, 
that by the Authority of the Church, is meant only, 
« the Authority of its Tradition or Teſtimony concern- 
« ing Epiſcopacy *.** But do you not know, and did 
not the King know, that the Authority of the Church 
x one thing, and its Tradition in Support of Epiſco- 
pacy is another? Does not the Church beſides this 
Tradition claim to itſelf moreover an Authority in 
Controverſies of Faith ? And did not the King wiſe! 
ind rightly judge, that there was more Reaſon to 
" ſubmit to the CaTHoLIc Church, than to ons 
" PARTICULAR Cure?“ That if the Church 
of England had this Authority, the Church of Rome 
ad it long before her, and upon better Grounds than 
lhe —— that if the Church of England by its Au- 
liority might ſolemnly determine that Cur1sT 
went down into Hell, and that Arians and Socinians 
ue undoubtedly damn'd when they die, and perifh 
verlaſtingly, but yet, there is Hope, when ny 
ie, 
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rity, mnly determine that — 
to be worſh y and that u Piece of N wh 
ſubſtantiated into the — and Blodd of Cu 
there belng nothing ons at all more nde 
dible or abſurd — = 1 em) Ern 
not but, upon this Principle, the Kin 
' and that very one that believes thiy' 
your 'Church ought to follow his 
_ forſake it, and go over to the che 

Thus did the renowned Chillingworth he choviht 
there was & Neceſfity of an infallible living Jude of 
Controverſy; or, that there always wa and muff 
ſom Church upon Earth that could not err, which in 
other Words is, that had Authority in Cu bet 
of Faith; finding therefore the Church of h. 
claiming it with a better Grace and upon fairer and 
ſtronger Grounds than that of Enyland-could pre- 
— he too haſtily went over to it, though he a. 
terward wel atton'd, by his incomparable Writing, 
for that precipitant Step. „ But he was too great 
« a Maſter of Reaſon, you ſay, to take Aulbwiy 
* for the ſame thing with Infallibility, under a dif 
« ferentExprefſion ; and that, therefore our Chutth, 
c jn claiming the former, did, in effect, claim the 
« latter *. However he took chem, Sir, nothing is 
more plain than that they are undoubtedly ie jan! 
For that to whomſoever GOD gives Avrabder! 
in Controverſies of Faith, he gives alſo IxTAII A. 
Liv, inconteſtibly appears hence, vis, that el 
Man might really have Authority from the Gob 
Truth to lead Men into Ex Rox, he might have 
Power, a right from Heaven 10 ſeduce and to deve 
The Abſurdity of which glares at fieſt View, 
needs no further to be expoſec. 
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To talk therefore 4* of the Church's , A 
« thority to decide Controverſies arverding #0: / 
« Ride of Scripture and waiver ſul Trudi, and that 
« theſe ons (fo long as they evidently cons 
« tradi not that Rule) oblige her Members t6 
„Obedience,“ ly quite tr] 1 beneath the 
character of a rational Divine 1 For uo, I pray; 
1% judge whether the Chureh's Deciſion 477, of 
we nel, according to the Rule of Scripture and un. 
vr Tradition. The Church herſeſf. or, het 
Members ? If the Church ber/#ff, and not ber Mem-+ 
kr; then the Authority is alte, a Popiſh Tyranny 
u erected, and a blind an/imited Obedience rakes 
place, But if be Members are THE MS8LVES 00 fudge; 
ind no further to yield Obedience than they TEM. 
VES the Deciſions to be according to the 
Rule ofSFipture, then all Autbority is overthrown 3 
the Determinations of the - graveſt Synods are to be 
weighed in the Balance of every Man's private J udg- 
ment, and according as they appear to 1M to Agree 
vith Scripture or not, are abſolutely to and or fall. 
ketwixt Authority and No-Autbority in Matters of 
Faith, there is no poſſible Medium; as for limitted 
nd anlimitted they are only cant Expreſiibns to 
vhich you affix no determinate Ideas: nor can pre- 
nd to tell the World, —— what Limits the Autho- 
ity has, obere it is circumſcribed, in whom 
tis odg*d,—and how far its Bounds go? 
Accordingly, you find that noble Ghampion of the 
Imteſtant Cauſe, when eſcaped from the pernicious - 
nares in which his Notions of Church Awbority had 
t firſt unhappily entangled him; expreſſing himſelf 
b, For my Part, after long and impartial 
Search, J profeſs plainly that I cannot find — 4 
"Reſt for the Sole of my Foot, but upon this Roc 
"only, namely, that the Bible, the Bible, I ſay 
| LY, is the Religion of Proteftants. 1 ſee 
' Plainly and with * own Eyes, that there are 
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&« ſome Fathers againſt others, the ſame-Fathen 


4 againſt themſelves, a Conſeat of | Fathers d d 


* Age againſt a Conſent of Fathers of anotheriAge 
« the Church of one Age againſt the Church of ano. 
« ther Age, —in a Word, there is no ſufficientCer. 
« tainty but of Scripture only for any conſidering 
« Man to build upon: This therefore, and au. 
J have Reaſon to believe. will. taken 
« Man's Liberty of Judgment from him; neither 
« ſhall any Man take mine from me. Ia fur: 
« that Gop does not, and therefore that Men 2 
& not to require any more of any Man than ide 
« To believe the Scripture to be Gop's Word, tomdu- 
« wour to find the true Senſe of it, and to live acumi. 
« ing 10 it *,”* Theſe are the true Principles. of Pro 
teſtantiſm and of Chriſtianity to which your Cuunen 
muſt xeceſſarily come back, if ever ſhe would mains 
tain her Ground againſt the dangerous Aſſaults wich 
Popery is making on her; for as long as ſhe ſtands 
hamper'd with that perplexing and unhappy Article 
(the XXth) ſhe muſt remain the Dupe and the el 
of inſulting Feſuits and Unbelievers, and be.conten 
to ſee her 4 led in Triumph away from 
by hundreds in their Snares. | 


SECT IR 


Of the Pos ruxx in which our Lord and his 4 
eat the SACRAMENTAL SUPPER, 


HIS is the only Point I ſhall at preſent fu 

ther conſider, Concerning which I obſerve, 

1, That it is moſt certain that they eat it in ile 
Tasrr-GzsruRE, whatever that was z it was 
Geſture in which they were wont to take their Ih 
at Meals, This is all we need to know, to 1 


* Chillingworth's Rel, Prot, Chap, VI. Sect, 36. p. 377 


n 

practice: Our Lord and his Apoſlles took the Sa - 
crament in an cam, not in an adoring Poſture, 
Let no Man then think himſelf wiſer; or pretend 
that he can take it in a more bumble, devout and fitter 
Poſture than THEY. And, A 
2. Though it was, perhaps, ſomewhat different 
from the Poſture we at preſent uſe (as there are ſe- 
veral different Ways of ting in differing Countries 
and Times) yet there was no Word in the EAgd' 
Language ſo proper by which to render «dw and 
dul, as fitting, which ourTranſlators, and I, after 
them, preſum'd to uſe; for which I have fallen 
under your Rebuke. 

« You tell me, Page 148, that the Poſture was 
« hing down or along; and yet juſt after, ** that 
« it was with the upper Part of the Body eres; and 
« adyiſe me to try how conveniently a Man may 
« eat and drink in that Poſture.” But to lay my 
Body down or along, and yet keep its wpper Parts 
ef, is a Poſition ſo extraordinary, that without 
the — of ſome Poſture» Maſter, or your further 
good Inſtructions, I deſpair of ever compaſſing ſo 
arduous a Point. 

That it was the Cuſtom of the Antients, both 
Romans and Greeks, to sir at their Meals, cannot 
be denied ; Ne Jaws, Homer. Odyſ, And Virgil, 
who wrote near the Time of our Saviour, ſays, — 

Goliti Patres conſiders Met . neid VII, The 

Cuſtom of lying or leaning at Table was brought in 

amongſt the Romans not till the primitive Severity 

of their Manners was corrupted by the Effeminac 

ind Luxury of the Eaſt ; and even then, the Poſ- 

ture of ſting was retained in their ſacred Feaſts in | 

the Capitol . 
231 | Arid | 


v Pono confidere, non In Leo recumbere ad Menſas heroicis Tem- 
Poridus morem fuiſſe diximus, Not. Delp · in Loc, & in /Eneid I. Ly 
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And as for the Uſage of the Jeu, Dr, Tankifhu 
Sir, is an Authority which if, without being sz 
ly armed, you preſume; to attack, the Nn I 
| Ke rebound, and hurt your own ſelf,” Mr the 
learned Doctor aſſures us.“ That at other Meal 
e they either ſat, as we do, with their Bodies rect. 
& or when they would enlarge themſelves to more 
« Freedom of Feaſting or Refreſhment, they fu 
« upon the Beds and leaned upon the Table on 
their left Elbow, But on the Paſſover Night, 
| & they uſed this Leaning Compoſure, being the 
& Poſture of Free Men in Memorial of their Free 
6% dom,—And thus are we to underſtand: thoſe 
„Texts which mention Jobn's lying on J 
* Breaſt, and leaning on his Boſom (Jobs XIII 25, 
„% XXI. 20.) not, as ſome have pictured him, re 
* poſing himſelf or lolling on the Breaſt of Jew 
* contrary to all Order and Decency ; whereas the 
* Manner of fitting together was only thus 3 Jelu 
$ leaning on the Table with his left Elbow, and ſ 
Fs turning his Face and Breaſt away from the Table 
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*# * on one Side, John ſat in the ſame; Poſture next 
„ : * before him, with his Back towards Jeſus z his 
4 * Breaſt not ſo near, as that Fobn's Back and Jeu 
; & Breaſt did touch one another, but at ſuch a Di. 


©* tance as that there was Space for Je/us to ule bi 
% Right-Hand upon the Table, to reach his Meat 
* 90 Pleafure 1 and fo for all the reſt, as they lat 
* in like manner: For it is a ſtrange Fancy that 
* they lay upon the Bed before the Table, one 
* tumbling (or lolling) upon the Breaſt of ano: 
h ther , 
3 I have now followed you, Sir, much further than 
! J intended to have done, I hope it will not be ex. 
ed that I reniurk upon all the weak and Inde. 
|coſible things your Defences contain 4 
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believe, five times as many as thoſe I have he 
noted z upon which it would tire the Reader's Pa- 
tience, as well as greatly try my own, particularly 
to touch. As for the Diſcipline of the Church of 
England, its beſt Friends I am perſuaded wiſh, and 
common Prudence would have adviſed, that you 
had been quite filen/ on that Head. Whoever thinks 
« ſeriouſly (ſays one of the greateſt of your preſent 
« Biſbops) of the Manner, Cauſes or Objects of our 
« Excommunications generally ſpeaking, ſhould me- 
* thinks in Pity forbear to mention the Word *,” 
Your Eccle/iaftical Courts, to whom that Diſcipline 
is committed, are juſtly not only reckon'd, but call'd 
amongſt yourſelves, ihe very Dreggs of your Conftitu- 
tion, And upon your own honeſt Confeſſion of the 
ſcandalous and ruined State in which Charch-Diſcipline 
lies amongſt you (quoted p. 30, 31, of my ſecond 

Letter) Iam well content to let that Matter reſt, 
As for the perſecuting and dividing Spirit the Church 
of England has ſhewn, I think it the eaſieſt of all 
Points (and fo, I believe, does every one who knows 
its real Hiſtory) to ſupport with abundant Evidence 
the Charges on this Head. But as both Churchmen 
and Diſſenters, tis hoped, are now growing into a 
better Spirit, and their Common Intereſt as Britons, 
as Proteſtants, and as Chriſtians, calls loudly for a 
ſtricter Union z I wave, at preſent, any further 
Proſecution of a Point which might rather tend to 
widen than heal the unhappy Breach, Upon your 
own Principles as to Perſecution allo I forbear to re- 
mark, though moſt eaſy to be proved both unpto- 
teſtant and unchriſtian, the Merits of the Cauſe be- 

twixt us being little concern'd therein, | 

If this Review of the Controverſy, which your Let- 
ler; have called up, ſhall be a Means of holding forth 
to both the contending Parties the ſeveral Detects of 
their Eeele/faſtical Conſtitution, and of 8 | 
= them 


* Anſwer to the Repreſent» p. 38, 39 
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them more eandid and bege votet l ai 6 

and ſhall at all prepare the way for a a Wo 
twixt them, I ſhall think it an auſpicious and 58 


happy Event. 
The Readineſs which, you ſay, my Lich the 


tt Biſhops have ſhewh, and will ew, to coe WE 
te Temper with theit Diff e Hretben * Will 
1 doubt not, be very Rf 0 0 deli Wm = fits 
eepter! by them, al returned by a ins dene 

eatlineſs to lay alleſe all Prejvnc (tot Prin 

7 fret te wh 1 towbtleſ ate Ane 
Ane 1 ec ieh Any JHlt and Fealanable 195 
{als * e6Mmplifhing 19 important And VAly 
AlN FN; 

| hear ih with great Pleaſure, if wht you (pea Lapel, 
when gad Autan Thar if ring wi wil 
b the Ceremanies, and taking away A 
ent things will cloſe the Breach, 5 are A 
„that it will nat long remain open — .“ And 
in return declare, I verily believe that if uh On. 
deſcentions as a great Part of our Governors both in 
Church and State would, I preſume, think not n- 
reaſonable to make, were made to the Difſenters, 
there would no unbecoming Stiffneſs or Averſion 
be ſhewn by the moſt conſiderable Part of them. 
May Heaven diſpoſe the Minds of all who have 
Power to further and help on this deſireable Event! 
that with one Mind and with one Mouth we may glo- 
rify Gop, and unite our Common Zeal againſt a 
growing common Enemy; and may receive one and- 
ther, but not to doubiful Diſputations ! For if we ſil 
continue to worry and weaken one another, there is 
reaſon to fear leſt we finally be deſtroy'd one of 
another. Theſe things I recommend, Sir, to your 
Conſideration, and ſhall only farther fay, that as 1 
have not been able, and am perſuaded never ſhall be, 
to get you to ſpeak out and openly and plainly tell 
us, 


® Dedic p. 12, + Dedlc, p. 13, 144 
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nie, 5 
% you mean by the CR, © to which 

« Piſſenters owe Subjection, which hath Power to 
« decree Rites, and Authority in Points of Faith z 
« and by withdrawing from, and rejecting the Au- 
« thotity of Which we are guilty of a dangerous 
u and damnable Sin Whether it is the PO 

wick his Cardinals 3 or the 7 with his Parla- 
went of the Archbiſhop with his Biſhups 00 the 
Pichop ok every Pioceſt With his Dean and Chapter 
attbh 17 Will you I uch as Pretend ke 
ew Wh the Gex whe) hay Velted them With this 
Wigh Puweha==AGt Wl fayy be WHAt things Gr 
WW far it extenc eh thefs are % 
Tage pen Which the Controverſies BErwIxt Us en 
ire depends + You mult exevſe me fram paying 
any farther regard ta your Lueubratians en theſe 
things, I have neither Time nar Inelinstian ta 
diſpute about a Scheme which you affe&t ta wrap in 
Oblcurity, and which you are afraid to lay open 
and avow before the World, I here therefore take 
my leave of the preſent Debate, But though I chuſe 
not to bear you Company in the diſagreeable Em- 
2 of groping in the Dark, you will neverthe- 
els believe me, Sir, to be with unfeigned Reſpect, 


Your very Humble Servant, 


A DISSENTER; 
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We. defire to hear thee, for as concerning” This be wo 
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